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speaking out

Since when did everyone 
want to become a leader?
     The term “leadership” is 
frequently heard these days, 
especially as an essential fac-
tor for college admissions. 
The most common way to 
experience leadership, of 
course, is to serve as a board 
member in a club or any 
other school organization.      
     Several months ago, 
perhaps in spring or early 
summer, countless clubs 
here at Centennial were 
bustling with the excitement 
of choosing new board 
members for the upcoming 
school year. 
     Leadership is like a steer-
ing wheel for any club; clubs 
with hard-working leaders 
tend to improve both in 
size and performance, while 
clubs whose leaders do not 
possess such traits often ex-
perience decay or even “die 
off.” Students who aim for 
leadership with a sincere in-
tention – the desire to serve 
the group – undoubtedly 
satisfy the characteristics of 
the former kind of leaders. 
     Unfortunately, the sad 
reality is that a significant 
number of students assume 
board positions in the hope 
of inserting one or two more 
lines onto their résumés 
and, without exception, be-
come subject to laziness and 
an overall lack of care.

     Currently serving on the 
board of several clubs and 
organizations, I am thank-
ful that my fellow board 
members all actually love 
the causes that they are sup-
porting and are absolutely 
diligent in doing so. 
     However, I am also 
aware of numerous cases of 
students who had rarely at-
tended club meetings during 
the school year, yet ran for a 
board position and (some-
how) got elected, leaders 
who simply do not find the 
motivation to have regular 
club meetings, or those who 
go on to form a whole new 
club without any kind of 
long-term preparation or 
goals. 
     Go to any upperclassman 
here at Centennial, in fact, 
and I would be surprised 
if any of them is unable to 
provide an anecdote or two 
about such issues. Indeed, 
the lack of integrity regard-
ing leadership, especially 
one marked by a lack of dili-
gence, is a common problem 
at our school.
     I assert that the reason 
behind such phenome-
non lies in the widespread 
tendency to place and value 
oneself over the good of 
the group – that is, when 
students assume board 
positions simply to “enrich” 
their résumés and, almost 
every time, fail to sufficient-
ly conduct their duties. 
     This is concerning 

not only in that it brings 
“slumps” and downfall for 
the club due to a lack of 
organization or communica-
tion between the board and 
the members but, further-
more, betrays the trust from 
the members upon which 
the leader had been selected. 
     How would you feel to be 
a member of a club whose 
president attends fewer 
meetings than you? How 
would it feel to not hear 
from your club board for 
months and thus not even 
know if your club exists any-
more? When board mem-
bers start to be lazy, they 
are, in fact, insulting their 
members’ trust.
     Then, what defines a 
good leader – in other 
words, leadership with 
integrity? A good leader re-
spects the trust upon which 
he or she has been given 
that position. To respect this 
trust, he or she works dili-
gently to make sure that the 
group runs smoothly and, 
in doing so, demonstrates 
sacrifice – both in time and 
energy. The best way, thus, 
to determine if a leader is 
sincere and diligent is to 
observe if he or she shows 
sacrifice, which is possible 
only when the leader places 
the good of the group above 
his or her own self.
     Forgive me if my voice 
lacks humility, but I urge 
all students who aim to run 
for leadership by the end of 

this year to show through 
action now that you are 
truly dedicated to your 
club, not merely interested 
in building your résumé. 
Furthermore, I would ask 
all current board members 
who lack the motivation 
and dedication to perform 
efficiently this year to either 
strive to put in more time 
and effort or, if unable to 
do so, relay your position to 
someone who can handle it; 
in fact, doing so would be 
an honorable sacrifice for 
the group. 
     Clubs and activities are 
undoubtedly what distin-
guish Centennial from other 
schools, and their leaders 
are the ones entrusted with 
the duty of upholding that 
spirit. 
     While it may be impos-
sible to change the overall 
mentality that governs how 
leadership is defined in our 
school, it certainly would 
be a valuable step to spark 
a change within your own 
club or organization.

daniel park
guest writer

If you would like to 
submit a letter to 
the editors, please 
email your article to 
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com by January 9, 
2015 with the subject 
line “Speaking Out.”
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For Baltimore baseball fans, this has been the most memorable and exciting 
baseball season in 17 years. Even though they were not able to make it to the 
World Series, I believe there are three key things everyone, baseball fan or not, 
can learn from the 2014 Baltimore Orioles.

Play Like a Team.
I took the opportunity to learn from the Orioles that it’s a team effort, and you can not win 
when you continuously rely on one person. Each night there would be a new Orioles hero. 
This quality showed its importance in the ALDS. Each game included many important 
plays and hits; it would be hard to name just two or three players that shined throughout 
the series. Their opponents, the Tigers, were the opposite. They heavily relied on their three 
Cy Young winning pitchers and the best hitter in the league. Many experts predicted the 
Tigers would advance because of the award-winning names on their team. When in reality, 
the Orioles being the team with more depth proved everyone wrong and swept the Tigers 
because it never came down to just one guy; they were three solid team wins.

No Excuses.
Throughout the regular season, the baseball team was given its bumps including losing key 
players, Matt Wieters and Manny Machado, due to injuries. Several could have seen it as the 
end of their chances to make it to the postseason, but the Orioles continued. Yes, they were 
disappointed, but that wasn’t going to stop them. They are a team that wouldn’t dwell on the 
negatives. Sure, after losing they would be upset. But, during post-game interviews they are 
players that aren’t going to think of an excuse, they said what happened and what they did 
wrong. Then they moved on because they know they’ll be given another chance the next 
day.

Be Proud.

What I Learned From the 2014 Baltimore Orioles

We Won’t
Stop

I grew up with the Orioles that had a losing record for 15 straight years. I wasn’t the most 
vocal fan during this time. During this season, I would look around Camden Yards and I 
would think to myself it is awesome to be an Orioles fan. I realized that I should never be 
ashamed or embarrassed of something I am so passionate about. I love feeling proud when 
I go to school, the mall, or anywhere, and I would see around me a sea of black and orange. 
It’s one of the greatest feelings I have when I’m at a game high fiving complete strangers and 
celebrating with them because we are proud of our 2014 Baltimore Orioles.
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News
F ASH

W i n t e r  S p e c t a c u l a r  p e r f o r m a n c e  d a t e s  a n n o u n c e d

S y m p h o n y  o f  L i g h t s  d e c o r a t e s  E l l i c o t t  C i t y

The Symphony of Lights will be set up in Columbia Symphony Woods Nov. 17 to Jan. 4, from 6 to 9 p.m. This event 
will feature over 75 animated and stationary light displays. All proceeds will go towards the Howard county Gener-
al Hospital. Admission tickets will be $6 per person; children 4 and under can attend the event for free. 

The fine arts department will be hosting the annual Winter Spectacular in the auditorium on Dec. 4-5 from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. The Winter Spectacular will showcase festive dancing, artistic backdrops and performances from all around the 
world. Tickets will be sold during school and at the door.
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A n n u a l  A m e r i c a n  E d u c a t i o n  W e e k  c o m e s  t o  C e n t e n n i a l

American Education Week will be held schoolwide Nov. 16 -20. The event will serve as a way to celebrate and 
appreciate the school staff, who helps in creating a safe and nurturing environment within the school that is also 
academically stimulating. The event will feature various kick-off  activities and Parents Day, a day where parents of 
Centennial students are welcomed into classrooms to observe the classroom environment.
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F a t  N i t e  F o l l i e s  s e t  t o  r e l i e v e  m i d t e r m  s t r e s s
Fat Nite Follies will take place on  Jan. 23-24 from 7 to 9 p.m. The event will feature spoof performances and variety 
shows performed by Centennial students.The Centennial improvisation team, Awkward, will also be featured in the 
performance. Ice cream will be served during the event, which will be held in the cafeteria. The event was created in 
order to help students unwind after midterms and have fun. Tickets will be sold for $10 at school and at the door.

W i n t e r  s p o r t  t r y o u t s  b e g i n  a t  C e n t e n n i a l

Winter sports tryouts will be conducted on Saturday, Nov. 15 in both gyms within Centennial. Sign-up papers will 
be posted near Athletic and Activities Director Jean Vanderpool’s office. Students must turn in all paperwork in 
order to participate in any winter sport.

For more Centennial news, check out chswingspan.wordpress.com.

madhu lal
news writer



Music to Keep On 
Your Radar

St. Vincent by St. Vincent
Genre: Indie/ Art Pop
Annie Clark, better known as St. Vincent, delivers her fourth full-length LP with what 
may be a creative peak for the singer/song writer/guitarist. Throughout this self-titled 
record, we are exposed to a variety of textured tracks ranging from guitar-saturated 
rock to synth-heavy dance tracks all tied together by Clark’s ethereal voice. The tracks 
on this album are defined not only by its intricate layers and loops, but also by its 
clever lyrics covering themes such as the impersonal connection of the digital age in 
the track “Digital Witness” and the death of youth in “Prince Johnny.”

A Dotted Line by Nickel Creek
Genre: Bluegrass/ Folk 
After a nine-year hiatus, Nickel Creek is back with their sixth studio album. Organic 
vocals and tinny guitar riffs float through this album as it spans the well-rounded track 
list. Sara Watkins shows her vocal versatility though rich harmonies found in the track 
“Where is Love Now” and powerful wails found in  “Destination.” Past the vocal tracks, 
this album also features beautiful bluegrass instrumental songs such as fiddle-heavy 
“Elsie” and the intricate guitar tune “Elephant in the Corn.” Nickel Creek shows their 
versatility and musicianship in this album, making them so much more than just a 
bluegrass band. 

amanda krew
a&e writer
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Dunes by Gardens & Villa
Genre: Electronic Pop
Santa Barbra natives Gardens & Villa have branched out from the fogginess of their first 
album in their clean-cut, punchy sophomore LP, Dunes. The minimalist nature of this 
album creates a “no fuss, no muss” California feel without losing the engaging quality of 
the record. This album is packed with exciting features such as a flute beat paired with 
chunky synthesizers found in the track “Domino.”  Looped background tracks found 
in songs like “Echosassy” and “Avalanche” are starched to an almost mechanical drone 
smoothed over by dream-like, floaty vocals of singer Chris Lynch.

This is All Yours by Alt-J
Genre: Experimental Rock
Alt-J’s second full length-record, though more easily digestible than their first, is far 
from conventional. The album spans their arrival and departure from Japanese city, 
Nara, which possibly alludes to the adventurous tracks found on this LP. Vocals on tracks 
“Intro” and “Nara” are used more as instruments than a lyrical device, creating what has 
been referred to as “indie a cappella.” Breaking out of the “indie bubble,” Alt-J has used a 
vocal sample from Miley Cyrus’s “4x4” in their track “Hunger of the Pine,” repeating and 
modulating the line “I’m a female rebel.”

For more reviews on music, check out chswingspan.wordpress.com

a&e
Nov 19, 2014
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Switching Sports
Athletes Adjust as the Seasons Change

On Nov. 15, winter athletes 
across Maryland began 
tryouts, marking the start 
of another sports season at 
Centennial.
     Before tryouts began, 
many athletes trained and 
practiced to ensure that 
they were well prepared for 
the new season and had 
the best chance of making 
the team. However, athletes 
that participate in both a 
fall and winter sport have 
very little time to make the 
transition, with less practice 
and preparation before the 
season.
     Last year, senior Kevin 
Wilson was a member of 
both the boys’ soccer team, 
which plays in the fall, and 
the boys’ basketball team, 
which plays during winter. 
He participated in the soc-
cer program again this year, 
and tried out for the basket-
ball team as well. 
     Wilson said, “The hardest 
part about the change is that 
basketball conditioning is so 
much different than soccer 
conditioning, so it takes 
a little bit to get adjusted 
to more of the sprints and 
changes of direction re-
quired for basketball.” 
     Sophomore Ryan Maher 

also made the transition 
from soccer to basketball. 
Maher prepared for the new 
season by going to the gym 
in between soccer games 
and practices.
     “I think the hardest part 
of the transition is that after 
a full season you’re expect-
ing to be able to get some 
rest because you’re so sore, 
but you realize [you have 
to] start working out for the 
next season to get back into 
form, so you don’t have time 
to rest your body like you 
would want to,” Maher said.
     For these multi-season 
athletes, the amount of time 
they have to transition is de-
pendent on how well their 
team does in playoffs.
     For Ally Driscoll, a junior 
at Centennial, the transition 
time was one week. Driscoll 
was a member of the Cen-
tennial cross country team 
and tried out for the girls’ 
basketball team on Nov. 
15. The cross country state 
finals were held on Nov. 8., 
and basketball tryouts took 
place on Nov. 15, only one 
week later.
     “I had exactly a one-week 
break in between the end of 
cross country and basketball 
tryouts, which I don’t think 
is a long enough break for 
me,” said Driscoll. “It didn’t 
give me a lot of time to real-
ly prepare for basketball like 
other people who haven’t 

played a fall sport had.”
     For Wilson, however, the 
soccer season ended on Oct. 
30, giving him a two-week 
break, which he felt to be an 
acceptable amount of time.
     “There was a good 
amount of time between 
seasons; I had time to take 
a few days off then start get-
ting ready for winter,” said 
Wilson.
     Apart from the physical 
aspect of the transition, 
some athletes may have dif-
ficulty with the mental part 
of the change, especially 
involving schoolwork.
     “Probably the hardest 
part [of the transition] 
for me would be that the 
practice times are later for 
basketball so I have to be 
more organized and do 
homework before going to 
practice,” said Driscoll.
     In addition to the change 
of practice times, Driscoll 

brings up the difference 
in frequency and time of 
games.
     “The second hardest 
thing is that games are more 
frequently during the week 
instead of the usual cross 
country meet being on Sat-
urday,” said Driscoll.
     Despite the difficulties 
she faced in making the 
transition, Driscoll is excited 
about the beginning of a 
new season. 
     “I’m looking forward to 
the fan support in basketball 
because cross country is a 
less known sport and not  a 
lot of people take the time to 
cheer at the meets,” Driscoll 
said.
     “Being a part of the 
basketball program at Cen-
tennial is such a privilege 
because of the atmosphere 
that surrounds each game,” 
Maher said.

Fall athletes from different teams are also playing winter sports. Photo: 
Corey Grable.
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sabrina han
sports writer
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Kitchens - Baths - Additions
Design Services - Space Planning
“Honey Do” Lists and much more...

Apex Counseling 
Center, LLC

“More Art Than Science”
3200 Eastern Ave., Baltimore, MD

Call 410-522-1181 for more information

Available Services:
• Individual Therapy
• Couples Therapy
• Family Therapy

• Group Psychotherapy
• Medication Management
• Psychiatric Assessments

• Substance Abuse Treatment
• Counseling

Harvey J.D. Brown, Ph.D. (Counseling Psychologist)
Agneta Mitchell, Ph.D. (Clinical Psychologist)
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http://www.apexcounselingcenter.com/staff.html
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Generation Y 
The Truth Behind Our Generation

Generation Y(1980-2000s) 
has been given the bad rep 
of being lazy, bratty and 
self-centered. Previous gen-
erations, the individuals that 
raised them, promised them 
the world, promised that 
they could do anything they 
set their minds to, and they 
believed them. 
     Now that the current 
generation has grown up, 

the previous generations 
mock them, highlighting 
the fact that since they were 
born into technology, they 
are spoiled, whiny, self-cen-
tered and careless.  The pre-
vious generations constantly 
portray them as kids who 
have come to expect instant 
gratification, are impatient 
and overall a failed gener-
ation. Generation Y may 
be the era of YOLO and 
swag, but they are also the 
generation of tolerance and 
ingenuity.
     Millennials, who make 
up Generation Y, have a 
deep craving for change.  
They see the society that the 
past generations have cre-
ated and want to adjust and 
revise it. Many Millennials 

advocate for educational 
reform, the carnage of big 
organization hierarchies 
and the strengthening of 
the global community. This 
generation constantly picks 
at the fabric of which society 
is made and identifies the 
inconsistencies within 
it. The population of this 
generation is consistently 
pushing for social reform 
and has new inventive ideas 
on how to do so. 
     Millennials can be seen 

as headstrong when advo-
cating for what they be-
lieve in, resulting in rapid 
amounts of change.  
     Instead of taking after 
the generations before 
them, who have an insuf-
ferable amount of respect 
for authority, Millennials 
question all decisions, big 
or small, constantly judging 
whether or not something is 
morally sound and rational. 
This trait helps encourage 
the up-and-coming society 
to think things through and 
weigh the options and ethics 
behind something, rather 
than blindly following the 
directions of someone as-
sumed to be “all knowing.”
     Contrary to popular be-
lief, the current generation 

about problems that oth-
ers may face. As a result, 
even those who may not be 
personally comfortable with 
some political and social 
ideas still understand others’ 
rights.
     Millennials not only have 
to deal with an atrocious 
economy, but also have to 
face high college tuition 
costs, which have jumped 
500% since 1985, according 
to the New York Times, and 
a national debt, which has 
now become the highest in 
recorded history. Millenni-
als are a generation which 
has been forced to fix the 
mess created by the commu-
nity before them.
     So, when past generations 

taunt and ridicule the future 
generation, Millennials turn 
a blind eye. 
     Generation Y is a gener-
ation of people who want to 
change the world but first 
have to fix the destruction 
that has been left behind.

is filled with talented and 
enthusiastic people. People 
of Generation Y are adept 
at using social media and 
technology to their advan-
tage, something that past 
generations have struggled 
to comprehend. Many peo-
ple feel as if Millennials are 
a lazy and careless group. 
However, a study conducted 
by Ernst & Young, states 
that, “76% [of managers and 
corporations asked] agree 
that Generation Y are the 
most effective managers, 
compared to managers from 
Generation X [1960-1980].”
     Millennials tend to be 
more on the liberal side 
of the political spectrum. 
As a result of these liberal 

ideals, they heavily advocate 
equality and tolerance. In 
fact, over 51% of Millennials 
support marriage equality, 
according to pewsocial-
trends.org. 
     Most Millennials are not 
only activists for gay rights, 
but also supporters of safe 
abortion options (according 
to Ernest and Young, 6 out 
of 10 are advocates).  
     The current generation 
is able to rationally think 

madhu lal
news writer
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     “Millennials, who are the 
people of Generation Y, have 
a deep craving for change.”
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“This generation 
constantly picks at the 

fabric of which society is 
made”
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College Apps

According to U.S. News & 
World Report, the average 
application fee for a college 
in the United States is $41. 
When some students, espe-
cially at Centennial, apply to 
a huge amount of schools, 
this fee can add up quickly. 
The concept of having to pay 
for even a chance to go to a 
university restricts students’ 
choices in college before ad-
mission standards are even 
considered. 
     Although many schools 
allow students who cannot 
afford the fee the option to 
waive it, the application fees 
are still a significant amount 
of money for the average 
family. The price of college 
is already incredibly high, 
and students must pay to 
even be considered for the 
schools of their choice. In 
other words, applicants are 
either paying to be rejected 
or paying for the chance 
to pay even more money 
later. 
     As many schools now 
utilize online applications, 
there is almost no process-
ing involved on the recep-
tion of the application on 
the college’s end to justify 
such a price. Fees may have 
been appropriate during the 
age of paper applications 
and postage, but they still 

trouble students who are 
applying over the Inter-
net. Applications with fees 
require time and money on 
the part of the student, often 
with nothing in return.
     Even though new devel-
opments in the application 
process, such as online ap-
plications like the Common 
App, have made applying 
to a multitude of different 
schools more convenient, 
the application fee bars stu-
dents from applying to more 
colleges. 
     In addition to limiting 
a student’s selection of 
colleges, the application fee 
also narrows each college’s 
pool of applicants. Since 
the fee discourages students 
who are unsure of whether 
or not they want to apply to 
a specific school, colleges 
are unable to choose from 
the widest possible selection 
of students.
     Furthermore, many 
countries comparable to the 
United States, such as Spain, 
France, Italy and most 
recently Germany, offer free 
tuition, while Canadian and 
English colleges cost less 
than half as much as their 
American counterparts, 
according to businessinsider.
com. The cost of applying 
only adds insult to injury 
in the monetary difference 
between attending college in 
the United States and other 
countries.

Senior Catherine Lambert uses the Common App to apply to college. Photo: 
Martha Hutzell
     Another unfortunate 
truth for American students 
is that the application fee 
is only one of the many 
times a substantial amount 
of money is required in the 
college admission process. 
Students have to pay to take 
the SAT and the AP tests, 
to send their scores to any 
more than three colleges, 
and to travel and visit dif-
ferent schools around the 
country. 
     The process of selecting 
which college to attend is al-
ready expensive, and the ap-
plication fees are uneccesary 
and have little justification 
with the prevalence of on-
line applications, especially 
through third-party ser-
vices such as the Common 

App. Even though college 
is extremely expensive, the 
college provides a service for 
the student, whereas it is the 
exact opposite for college 
applications, but the burden 
of paying still falls upon 
the student and his or her 
family. College application 
fees are outdated and act as 
an unneccesary barrier for 
students who might apply to 
more schools if they didn’t 
have to pay.

Should students have to pay to apply?

opinion
Nov 19, 2014
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URINETOWN
amanda ali
a&e editor
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   Urine-vited to Centennial High School’s production of Urinetown! Due 
to a terrible water shortage, many characters in the show have to resort to 
paying in order to use public restrooms. Before the cast starts fighting for 
their rights to public amenities on stage on Nov 15-17, the audience is able 
to see the different components that went into creating the whole show.
When buying tickets to a production, people are only shown what 
happens on the stage, rather than what goes on behind it. The tickets are 
an entrance to the on-stage production, yet the behind-the-scenes remain 
a mystery. 

Commitment.
     Throughout the process of putting together this production, the whole crew 
spent numerous hours together each week in order to make the show come to 
life. “This whole process can be very stressful,” said senior Siena Demes, who 
plays Hope Cladwell, the female protagonist of the rich class in the show. “I 
know that it’s going to all come together in the end.” 
     There were intense voice rehearsals, vigorous dance practices and, of course, 
combining everything on the stage to create the final product. “Choreographing 
dance numbers is a very positive experience,” said junior Abby Pavuk, who is 
a featured dancer in the show, part of the poor class and a choreographer for 
some of the numbers. “At times it is very overwhelming, but it is always fun to 
see how everyone personalizes the dance moves to make it their own.”

Costumes.
     Having this show represent two different classes, the rich and the poor, 
creates a difficulty in distinguishing the cast for the audience. Yet the 
costume committee goes above and beyond in clarifying who is in what 
class. Characters in the upper class are dressed in white and dark 
clothing, while characters in the lower class are dressed in more ratty 
clothing because they are not able to afford anything else. Junior Danielle 
Kalivretenos, who plays Soupy Sue and is part of the poor class, said, “I 
love being a part of the costume committee because you can be very cre-
ative and develop the characters through their costumes.”

Senior Niall Musonda trys on a costume 
backstage.

The cast focuses on blocking a scene during rehearsal.

Senior Siena Demes and sophomore Migual 
Fernandez practice a scene for the show. 



URINETOWN

chswingspan.wordpress.com 11

Commitment.
     Throughout the process of putting together this production, the whole crew 
spent numerous hours together each week in order to make the show come to 
life. “This whole process can be very stressful,” said senior Siena Demes, who 
plays Hope Cladwell, the female protagonist of the rich class in the show. “I 
know that it’s going to all come together in the end.” 
     There were intense voice rehearsals, vigorous dance practices and, of course, 
combining everything on the stage to create the final product. “Choreographing 
dance numbers is a very positive experience,” said junior Abby Pavuk, who is 
a featured dancer in the show, part of the poor class and a choreographer for 
some of the numbers. “At times it is very overwhelming, but it is always fun to 
see how everyone personalizes the dance moves to make it their own.”

Testing 1,2,3.
     As the actors pace back and forth behind the scenes, waiting for their next 
cue, the tech team must constantly make sure that microphones are off and 
on when they are supposed to be, any sound effects are played at the right 
time during the show, and the lights are placed according to each different 
scene. The team is always on their feet just in case there is a technical 
difficulty, and they make sure that the show displays exactly as it should. 
“Doing the musical is always stressful,” said senior Tommy Hegarty, head of 
sound. “Being able to work with the crew that I have makes it much less of an 
ordeal.”

Building the Performance (Literally). 
     As soon as rehearsals start for the musical, many people must work 
together to create the perfect setting on the stage. Every Saturday for 
numerous hours, the cast and crew join forces in set-builds where they build 
settings, organize props and costumes, and paint the many items that are used 
throughout the show. Hammers, nails, paint brushes and more become the 
team’s best friends throughout this vigorous process. Senior David Nagy, one 
of the Stage Managers of the show, said, “To see the show developing is really 
cool because you get to see the behind-the-scenes that you would never see if 
you were just watching the final production.”

Family.
     With many talented seniors having graduated from the theatre depart-
ment last year, it seemed as if it would almost be impossible to fill their 
shoes, but this year’s team did not disappoint. “There is a lot of eagerness 
and new talent in the theatre department this year,” said senior Tori Stroud, 
who plays Penelope Pennywise, the female protagonist of the poor class. 
“That attitude helps fill in the gap that the past seniors left.” The bond 
between the actors on stage can also be seen behind the curtains. The cast 
and crew evolve to create one big family, and while the performances are 
important, the friendships that are made in this department are also sig-
nificant. “This is where passion meets talent,” said Stroud. “I love being in 
theatre, where I can really express myself, where people feel the same way. 
It’s hard to explain, but to many of us, it just feels right.”

Photos: Amanda Ali, Martha Hutzell. 
Design: Amanda Ali.

Senior Daniel Giangrande and sophomore Jack Goodman 
rehearse together for the show. 

Seniors Gaby Schito, Tori Stroud and Fernandez finish 
painting a base coat on a prop.

The cast works together to polish their performance. 



 
BRIGHTSUN

B I R T H D A Y :  M a r c h  3,  1997
H O M E T O W N :  P h i l l y
NICKNAME: Danny Phantom/Danny Boy
QUOTE: “ S t a y  G O L D . ”

DANIELGIANGRANDI

POOJAPATEL

KAYLAHCROSBY

SeniOrs  Of

NICKNAME: Who needs a nickname when 
your real name is Bright Sun?
QUOTE: “Why not?” 
H E R O :  The person to  your  r ight .

BIRTHDAY: Nov. 18, 1996
SIBLINGS: Ray and Andrew
MAJOR: Engineering
FUTURE PLANS: Get rich, retire by 35

BIRTHDAY: May 26, 1997
HOMETOWN:  Bal t imore Ci ty
SIBLINGS: My puppy brother, Rocket 
FAVORITE CLASS: Theatre (duh)

B I R T H D AY: D e c .  1 1 ,  1 9 9 7
S I B L I N G S :  S i d
FAVORITE FOOD: All of it
FAVORITE TEACHER: Mrs .  Chung

IF  YOU  COULD  BE ANY FICTIONAL CHARACTER, 
WHO WOULD YOU CHOOSE?  Ferris Bueller
FAVORITE SINGER: Childish Gambino
BEST PART ABOUT BEING A SENIOR: It’ll all be over soon.

HOBBIES: Drawing, painting, eating
FAVORITE SHOW: American Horror Story/Dance Moms
FAVORITE MOVIE: (500) Days of Summer
DREAM VACATION: Bungee jumping in Australia.

FAVORITE SHOW: Game of Thrones
BEST PART ABOUT BEING A SENIOR:
U n d e r c l a s s m e n  t h i n k  I ’ m  w i s e .
HOBBIES: Spoken word poetry, serenading my dog

FAV O R I T E  C L A S S :  A r tFAVORITE MOVIE: Inception

M A J O R :  T h e a t r e / A c t i n g

WORST PART ABOUT BEING A SENIOR:
About to become a freshman.

FUTURE PLANS:
To be a part of the music or film industry, to be happy.

IF YOU COULD BE ANY FICTIONAL CHARACTER, 
WHO WOULD IT BE :  W inn ie  t he  Pooh 

BEST WORD TO DESCRIBE YOU: 
Mul t i faceted

FAVORITE TEACHER: O ’ B r i e n

12 chswingspan.wordpress.com



 

SeniOrs  Of the MOnth

   F a v o r i t e  S t o r e :  C o s t c o
   Favorite Teacher:  Ms.  B l a k e

NIALLMUSONDA KATHERINECHIU

H O B B I E S :  B i k i n g

SHREYASINGH ALEXBOOTH

B E S T  W O R D  T O  D E S C R I B E  Y O U :
I m a g i n a t i v e

B I R T H D A Y :  J u l y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 7
N I C K N A M E :  A.DICE
SIBLINGS: J i l l  a n d  Yo u n g  K i b i
HOMETOWN: H o n o l u l u ,  H I

BIRTHDAY: Nov. 15, 1997
MIDDLE NAME: Loves
S I B L I N G S :  Fish Man and Victoria 
QUOTE: “ Just google it.”

BIRTHDAY: July 1, 1997
SIBLINGS: 1 brother
HOMETOWN: I nd i a
FUTURE PLANS: Become a doctor

BIRTHDAY:  March 29, 1997
MIDDLE NAME:  Wyckham
SIBLINGS :  Younger s ister
FAVORITE CLASS: Art

BEST WORD TO DESCRIBE YOU: Slight
FAVORITE CLASS: 2015,  duhh !
HERO: Marty Hutz
WORST PART ABOUT BEING A SENIOR:  College Apps

FUN FACT: It turns out that you can’t buy food in 
a drive-thru without a car. 
IF YOU  COULD BE ANY FICTIONAL CHARACTER 
WHO WOULD YOU BE: Sleeping Beauty

BEST WORD TO DESCRIBE YOU: Shreya
FAVORITE BOOK: One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish
FUN FACT: I’ve lived in 13 states.
QUOTE: “Everything happens for a reason.”

DREAM VACATION: Road trip with friends.
FUTURE PLANS: To keep doing what I love and to be happy.
FAVORITE ACTOR: Daniel Radcliffe
HOBBIES: Playing guitar, drawing from life

FUN FACT: I’m German.

H E R O :  M r .  M c C a s l i nMAJOR: What’s a major? 

QUOTE:
“Sometimes the truth don’t rhyme.”

BEST WORD TO DESCRIBE YOU:
#womancrusheveryday

Photos: Martha Hutzell, Caroline Oppenheimer.
Design: Amanda Ali.

WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH A MILLION DOLLARS?
Stare  a t  i t .
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THE
UPRISING 

OF

“Whoops, something went 
wrong…Your Netflix account is 

in use on too many devices.”

     These are the words that no 
avid Netflix viewer ever wants 
to see on their screen as they are 
about to start the next episode 
of their addictive show. 
     Ever since each Blockbust-
er across the street started to 
slowly empty out, Netflix has 
become more and more pow-
erful in society. We all miss 
physically going to Blockbuster 
and choosing a movie to rent 
out for the next couple of days, 
but we would never want it back 
if it meant saying goodbye to 
the beloved Netflix. 
     As well as having an enor-
mous assortment of movies and 
shows to watch instantly, Netflix 
has even created their own 
shows, including House of Cards 
and Orange Is the New Black.    
    These shows became instant 
hits and have led Netflix to con-
tinue on their path of creating 
their own shows and movies. 
     On our phones, tablets, 
laptops, televisions, you name 
it, Netflix will be there. You can 
watch your favorite movie or 

NETFLIX

amanda ali
a&e editor
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How Much Is Too Much?

show instantly at the tap of your 
finger, but can this easily attain-
able content become a bad thing? 
     It is now so normal to have 
a Netflix account that if people 
find out you don’t have one, they 
will question how you are able to 
live without it.

“Just one more episode…”

     We have all said it, but that 
does not mean we all meant it. 
What once was a simple website 
to entertain our minds during 
our free time has now become a 
priority to many people.
     Due to Netflix being easily ac-
cessible, many people find them-
selves watching it everywhere 
they go on their devices, as well 
as staying up until dawn to finish 
watching a climatic season.
     When teachers and parents 
ask students why they did not 
do their work, or why they did 
not get enough sleep the night 
before, there is a great chance 
that Netflix is the reason. 
     “I probably spend more time 
on Netflix than I do on my 
homework,” said senior Michelle 
Atmar. “It’s awful for a person 
with just about no time 

management skills.”
     Too much of something can 
be a bad thing, so although 
Netflix can turn into a 
never-ending cycle of addiction, 
people must find a way to man-
age it with work if they choose 
to use it. 
     It’s best to save Netflix to 
the end of your busy day, that 
way you have something to 
reward yourself with after you 
accomplish everything that you 
needed to finish. Keep in mind 
that although you may not want 
to stop watching Netflix and it’s 
two in the morning, you will 
regret it when you have to wake 
up in the next four hours. You 
can find out what’s happening 
next on Sherlock another day.
     Netflix has many years until 
it will be seen as the next Block-
buster, and as long as we don’t 
become too addicted to it, why 
not enjoy it while it lasts?
     Now I have to go finish 
re-watching Lost. 

“Are you still watching?” 

Supernatural LOST
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Stephanie Boisvert, who 
usually runs an 8:20 mile 
time, slowed things down to 
walk what may have been 
the most important distance 
she has ever gone. 
     The annual Greater 
Baltimore Heart Walk fell 
on Nov. 2 this year. It was 
originally scheduled on Oct. 
11 but was moved due to the 
Oriole’s baseball game. 
     The Heart Walk, or-
ganized by the American 
Heart Association, raises 
money to fund research for 
heart diseases and defects 
that usually go unfunded. 
It also raises money to save 
lives from America’s num-
ber one and number four 
killers: heart disease and 
stroke.
     Stephanie Boisvert, a ju-
nior at Centennial, decided 
to participate in this year’s 

walk because she has a heart 
defect that doctors don’t 
know much about. Last 
spring, Boisvert was diag-
nosed with Single Coronary 
Anomaly. 
     “I was born with one 
coronary artery instead of 
two,” said Boisvert. 
     Boisvert remembers ex-
actly how she felt when she 
was first diagnosed. 
     “I was thinking I was 
never going to be able to 
run again. Running is my 
passion, so I was terrified,” 
said Boisvert.
     Currently, Boisvert is the 
only reported living case of 
Single Coronary Anomaly 
and only 23 cases have ever 
been reported. 
     When asked how it 
affects her, Boisvert said, 
“The condition affects the 
way my blood flows so I get 
light headed easily. Other 
than that, I currently have 
no restrictions. Because 

they have so little knowl-
edge on my condition, they 
don’t want to restrict me 
without knowing if it would 
have a negative impact on 
my health.”
     Since she is the only re-
ported case right now, Bois-
vert does not know anyone 
else with her condition, nor 
is she in any support group. 
     Although no one can em-

pathize with her from that 
aspect, she said, “My family 
and friends have always 
been there for me. They al-
ways tell me not to give up 
or let it get to my head.”
     While no one else has 
her condition, Boisvert met 
many people at the walk 
who suffer or have suffered 
from heart diseases or de-
fects. Survivors of life-
threatening heart diseases 
were given red ball caps 
to wear during the walk to 
show triumph over their 
disease. 
     Boisvert said that 
meeting others with heart 
diseases and defects was 
reassuring. 
     “I was able to see that 
there are people just like 
me; people suffering from 
heart conditions,” said 

Taking Steps for 
Heart Research:
Helping out is personal for one CHS student

feature
Nov 19, 2014

Boisvert.
     The Heart Walk works 
to promote physical activity 
and heart-healthy living. 
Millions of people partici-
pate in Heart Walks around 
the country and are asking 
friends and family to donate 
to the American Heart 
Association. This year, the 
American Heart Association 
raised over $1.3 million 

from the walk.
     Boisvert walked as a part 
of the University of Mary-
land Medical System team 
along with her mom. 
     Boisvert was excited that 
she was able to contribute to 
a cause that is so connected 
to herself. 
    She said, “Single Cor-
onary Anomaly is such an 
underfunded disease that if 
I can help raise funds for 
research, then by all means 
I will.”

To learn more or donate 
to the American Heart 
Association, go to www.
heart.org.

 “My family and friends have always 
been there for me. They always tell me 
not to give up or let it get to my head.” 
- Stephanie Boisvert, 11

Stephanie Boisvert is passionate about running, and she plans on trying out 
for indoor and outdoor track this year. Photo: Martha Hutzell.
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Who Is Bryon Dietzel?

New Officer Chosen to Protect Centennial and Its Student Body

Hollwedel, Our Hidden Hero
A True Champion in Centennial’s Halls

Students file in and out of 
his class; they pass him in 
the hall.  Some say hi, some 
give a nod, and others just 
keep walking.
     In the winter, students go 
to support his team when 
they take to the court. They 
hold up posters of his face, 
they cheer, but how many 
know just how much they 
are cheering for?
   Chad Hollwedel has been 
both teacher and coach to 
students for many years, but 
for two students, Hollwedel 
has become a champion of 
their causes.
     Zach Lederer is a well-
known name throughout 
Centennial, and many see 
him as a hero.  At games and 
assemblies, the teams and 
audiences strike a “Zaching” 
pose, and students eager-
ly attend events that raise 
money for the Zaching for 
Cancer Foundation.
     However, working be-
hind the scenes is a familiar 
face. Hollwedel knew Zach 
when he was in high school.  
They stayed in touch after 
Zach graduated, and Holl-
wedel became involved with 
the foundation.
     Hollwedel credits his own 
participation to Zach. “Zach 
was unique in regards to the 
way he had of reaching out 
and interacting with peo-
ple,” Hollwedel said.  “We 
continued to keep in touch 

through then and started to 
talk about a three on three 
tournament.  Nightmare 
Graphics had created shirts.  
They started [the Zaching 
for Cancer] foundation 
from the proceeds from the 
shirts.”
     Hollwedel, along with 
Robert Slopek, were the 
driving force behind the 
idea of the 3 v. 3 basketball 
tournament that raised 
about $2,500 for the foun-
dation.
     “Coach Slopek and I 
picked up Zach from his 
house and talked to him 
about if he was interested 
and what he thought about 

nally started the foundation, 
Mr. Hollwedel and Mr. Slo-
pek told him they wanted to 
get involved. Zachary was 
just thrilled that past teach-
ers wanted to help.”
     Recently, Hollwedel has 
been working for a less well-
known cause with former 
Centennial coach Josh 
Levine.  
     On Sept. 20, 2014, Eric 
Suydam, a Centennial alum-
ni, was found unconscious 
in the streets of Baltimore.
     He had been working for 
Levine as a photographer 
and DJ in the 1840’s Ball-
room when he left to go to 
his car.  On the way, he was 

day.
     Hollwedel was still 
coaching football when Eric 
was at Centennial, and he 
met him when he made the 
team.  Later, he taught him 
in Physics class.  Eric’s fam-
ily and friends have been 
following his healing pro-
cess through the Facebook 
page called “Friends of Eric 
Suydam,” but the Centenni-
al staff has been following 
Hollwedel’s school-wide 
reports as well.
     “I’ve tried to spread the 
word to the faculty and to 
spread the word of his sta-
tus,” Hollwedel said. 
     Since that day, Eric has 
improved rapidly.  He was 
moved to a rehab center and 
was able to take walks with 
his mom.  Finally, on Oct. 
21, Eric was released to go 
home.
     As much help as Hol-
lwedel has been, he be-
lieves that students can get 
involved too.  Both Zach 
and Eric have foundations 
anyone can donate to, but 
Hollwedel believes, “The 
best thing kids can do is 
continue to support the 
events they can participate 
in,” said Hollwedel.  “From a 
volunteer perspective, they 
should reach out and talk 
to me or go on the website 
and contact the board.  We 
are continuing to perpetuate 
what Zach started when he 
was alive, continuing to live 
in his spirit.”

giana han
online editor -in-
chief

it and the possibility of tying 
it in with the foundation,” 
he said.
     Currently, Hollwedel 
serves on the Zaching For 
Cancer Foundation board, 
which was started by Zach’s 
parents.  He helps with the 
scholarship fund, although 
he does not take part in the 
selection process.
     “He was a great role 
model for Zachary,” said 
Christine Lederer, Zach’s 
mother.  “When we origi-

beaten and left unconscious 
with head and face wounds.
     The next day, Levine re-
ceived a call that his equip-
ment had not been picked 
up.  Levine called the police 
to say that Eric was missing.  
They told him that they had 
a person fitting the descrip-
tion who had been sent 
to Shock Trauma.  After 
Levine informed Hollwedel, 
they began trying to get in 
contact with Eric’s parents 
who identifed him the next 

Hollwedel shows his support with the legendary Zaching pose.  Pho-
to: Caroline Oppenheimer.
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Who Is Bryon Dietzel?

New Officer Chosen to Protect Centennial and Its Student Body

On Friday, Sept. 12, 2014, 
Centennial High School 
gave a sad farewell to the 
school resource officer 
(SRO) who dedicated 10 
years to protect Centennial 
and its Eagles. 
     Mark Perry left Centen-
nial without a police officer 
to patrol its halls and shoes 
that would be very hard for 
any officer to fill. However, 
new officer Bryon Dietzel 
might be the one who has 
the ability to create an envi-
ronment just as positive and 
safe as the one our valued 
former officer did.
     Officer Dietzel has taken 
the place of Officer Perry 
in the guarding of Centen-
nial High School’s staff and 
student body. 
     “He is not a stranger to 
CHS,” said Assistant Princi-
pal Kevin Dorsey. “He has 
worked many events here 
in the past. He works very 
well with both students and 
parents.” 
     Dietzel is a prevalent fig-
ure in the Howard County 
community, as Officer Perry 
was.  
     “We are very fortunate to 
have Officer Bryon Dietzel 
join CHS,” said Principal 
Claire Hafets. 
     Dietzel is an officer of 
extremely admirable expe-

rience. He began working as 
an officer in 2000 in Prince 
George’s County.  Three 
years later he transferred to 
Howard County as an officer 
and later became an SRO.  
In 2007 he began working at 
Long Reach High School. 
     “At Long Reach I had the 
opportunity to be a mem-
ber of the Howard County 
Police Department’s SWAT 
team for almost four years, 
and now I am in the land 
of the mighty Eagles,” said 
Dietzel.
     With the knowledge 
that Centennial has not 
had to look for an SRO for 
ten years, students are very 
excited with the entry of the 
new officer. 
     Sophomore Ally Wil-
son said, “It’s good for our 
school to have a change 
in environment as well as 
authority, and I trust that 
he [Dietzel] will do his job 
well.”
     Dorsey has known Diet-
zel outside of school and is 
very excited to add him to 
the staff. 
     “I think he is a wonderful 
addition to our family,” said 
Dorsey. “I’m looking for-
ward to working with him.” 
     Joelle Miller, another as-
sistant principal at Centen-
nial, expressed her excite-
ment when she said, “We are 
very excited to have Officer 
Dietzel on board. He fits in 

presence to ensure the safety 
of all students,” said Dorsey.
     Developing a trusting 
and safe climate is not 
something everyone is capa-
ble of, but doing just that is 
Dietzel’s goal. 
     “My first goal, which is 
always most important to 
me, is to make sure the stu-
dents and staff of Centennial 
are safe every day they come 
to the school.”
     Dietzel is trying his best 
to maintain a safe and pos-
itive environment for CHS, 
and with the help of stu-
dents and staff, he can and 
will succeed.

maryam elhabashy
feature editor

great with our students and 
staff.”
     The administration and 
students are not the only 
ones excited about the entry 
of the new officer.
     “I couldn’t be more ex-
cited about coming to work 
at Centennial,” said Dietzel. 
“The students and staff are 
just incredible.” 
     Being an SRO is not easy. 
Creating an environment 
that will appeal to 1,405 stu-
dents and numerous faculty 
members is a feat not easily 
accomplished.
     It’s even more difficult to 
create an appealing envi-
ronment while keeping it 
safe and positive. “In today’s 
world it is beneficial to have 
an SRO that is proactive 
in developing a climate of 
trust, as well has having a 
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Mr. Alan welcomes new officer Bryon Dietzel to the Centennial community. 
Photo: Martha Hutzell.

A True Champion in Centennial’s Halls
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Go Eagles!  

Are Turf Fields the Answer?
Athletes’ Opinions on Turf vs. Grass Fields 

When you walk down the 
hill that leads into Angelo 
Fortunato Memorial Stadi-
um, there are certain things 

you notice right away. You 
notice the little kids playing 
and people sitting on the 
large hill to the left, and you 
see the field to the left. What 
makes the field different 
from several other Howard 
County schools is that the 
field at Centennial is natural 
grass.
     The installation of turf 
fields in Howard County be-
gan in the summer of 2012 
and is continuing through 
the summer of 2015, which 
is when turf is slated to be 
installed at Centennial. 
According to Jean Vander-
pool, Centennial Athletics 
and Activities Manager, the 
order for turf being put in 
at schools was determined 
by the size of the school’s 
campus. 
     There are pros and cons 
of having a turf field or a 
natural grass field. A turf 
field is more convenient 

for teams to play on during 
inclement weather, and 
more teams can play on it. 
A drawback of turf is that if 
every team uses it, practice 
times can end later. If a 
school does not have turf 
at this point, that means 

that the school has enough 
space to field all teams for 
practice.
     A drawback of natural 
grass is that, sometimes, in-
clement weather can make 
the field unplayable, and 
games or practices are either 
cancelled or moved to a turf 
field off campus. A pro of 
natural grass is that teams 
practice on natural grass, so 
playing on it is not as big of 
a transition as going from 
turf to natural grass. Also, 
grass has a lower risk of 
injury than turf does.
     Another factor in making 
the decision to install turf is 
cost. According to a study 
done at the University of 
Missouri, the total cost and 
maintenance of a natural 
grass field is much lower 
than the cost and mainte-
nance of a turf field. Howev-
er, a synthetic turf field can 
be used for more events. So 

the argument is whether or 
not it is worth the time and 
money to install a turf field.
     With the installation of a 
turf field looming at Cen-
tennial, senior Kody Clark, 
a key player on the Centen-
nial football team, believes 
turf will allow teams to 
practice in conditions that 
would make grass unplay-
able.
     “Turf fields are more ac-
cessible in inclement weath-
er. Teams with turf fields get 

an advantage when they are 
able to practice on the field, 
while teams with grass fields 
are stuck inside,” said Clark.
     Clark also believes turf 
has an advantage over natu-
ral grass because it is more 
versatile.
     “Turf fields are also 
spaced and planned for any 
particular sport in any sea-
son, therefore if a lacrosse 
team wants to work in the 
fall, they still have the lines 
they need. Meanwhile grass 
fields are only lined for the 

sport in that season.” 
     Junior soccer player Bob-
by Nasafi is a fan of playing 
on turf. 
     “I prefer playing on turf 
fields because turf fields are 
always consistent on what is 
under you. With grass fields, 
the elevation and feel of the 
pitch is mercurial, which is 
distracting and annoying 
when one is playing on the 
surface,” said Nasafi.
     However, Clark is also of 
the opinion that there are 

some benefits to using natu-
ral grass, citing how cutting 
and running when practic-
ing on natural grass makes 
it easier to do those things 
when playing on turf. 
     Both surfaces are very vi-
able options for schools that 
have multiple uses for it. In 
this case, the ability of turf 
to hold more events makes 
it seem like the better op-
tion for all county schools. 

michael moore
sports editor
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“With grass fields, the elevation and 
feel of  the pitch is mercurial, which is 
distracting.” - Bobby Nasafi, 11

“Turf  fields are more accessible in in-
clement weather. Teams with turf  fields 
get an advantage when they are able 
to practice on the field, while teams 
with grass fields are stuck inside.” 
- Kody Clark, 12
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Go Eagles!  

Are Turf Fields the Answer?
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CHS CLUBS OF THE MONTH

Design: Sammy Kastner.

JUGGLING CLUB
Members: 12
Purpose: Teach people how to juggle and 
perform events
When and where does your club 
meet? Tuesdays in  Mrs. Galante’s room 
(903)
Club Presidents: Helen Kuo and Callie 
Winters

Why join the club? It’s fun! You can learn a useful skill. It will make you feel 
accomplished.
Fun Fact: Several of our members can unicycle or use a Chinese yo-yo in addi-
tion to juggling.
Goals of the club: Our goal is to teach people to juggle and have fun. 

MODEL UNITED NATIONS (MUN)
Members: 60-70
Purpose: Improve members’ public 
speaking, promote international relations 
with other races and cultures
When and where does your club 
meet? After school Thursdays in Mrs. 
Galante’s room (903)
Club Presidents: Daniel Park and Emily 
Abdow

Why join the club? Helps public speaking, presentation skills, increases writing 
skills, and improves your ability to take a position and share your opinion. 

Photos: Martha Hutzell, and Caroline Oppenheimer.


