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    As members of the 42nd 
class of Centennial High 
School prepare to walk the 
stage and start a new chap-
ter, the seniors are no doubt 
beginning to remember all the 
things about the school that 
made their four years here so 
memorable: the first time they 
walked through the doors as 

senior class I teach this year 
shows a creativity and energy 
I’ve rarely seen.” McCarthy 
continued, “On top of their ea-
gerness to learn the language, 
they’re extremely kind. It’s the 
little acts of kindness I see that 
make this class different.”
    Shalonda Holt stated that 
one of her favorite memories 
is when Ahad Asim decided 
to “form a boyband” for one 
of his class presentations or 
when he “came into a class for 
a dissection wearing a camera 
on his head looking like he 
was ready to record surgery 

to see all of the students that 
often, but I know many club 
sponsors and leaders. Their 
enthusiasm is awesome.”
    Argentina McCarthy, who 
teaches Spanish to students 
from every grade, explained 
that her favorite memory of 
the Class of 2016 was not a 
specific memory at all, but 
that she will always remem-
ber, above anything else, this 
class’s enthusiasm. 
    “It’s unusual, but every 

like a real doctor.” 
    She also remembers “Sam 
Courtemanche and I would 
come into class accidentally 
wearing the same outfit so 
many times. We always took a 
picture.” 
    Kristin Shipp claimed that 
one of her most memorable 
moments was from one of her 
English classes. 
    “I loved when Kevin 
Costello and Michael Segev 
performed their original 
poem for Wuthering Heights. 
I also loved it when my 12 AP 
class presented their Hamlet 
performances for the class.”
    Robin Fleegal explained 
that one of her favorite things 
about the Class of 2016 was 
her connection to the stu-
dents. 
    “I had many of these kids in 
10th grade and they stayed for 
three years. The ones I don’t 
have still come by the room to 
visit me a lot.” 
    She revealed a notion that 
many teachers can surely 
sympathize with: “My favorite 
part of teaching them was 
having the ability to watch 
these kids grow.”
    Claire Hafets shared just 
how deeply the Class of 2016 
has impacted her. 
    “I’ve known these kids since 
they were in 6th grade,” she 
explained. “It’s unbelievable to 
see how much they’ve ma-
tured into young adults; I nev-
er would’ve guessed how they 
grew up to be these amazing 
students, athletes, performers, 
artists and people.” 

Minnie Gregorini
Managing Editor

Principal Hafets has a close relationship with many Centennial stu-
dents and will miss all of the seniors once they graduate.

chswingspan.wordpress.com

Highlight
Teachers reminisce about the Class of  2016

Reel:Feature

scared, confused freshmen; 
that one teacher that made 
their first period class feel like 
prison; and the relationships 
that they formed with stu-
dents and teachers alike.
    But the graduates are not 
the only ones who have 
shared memories in the halls 
of Centennial; the teachers 
who dedicate their lives to 
these students have had just as 
many memorable experiences.
    “I loved the overall enthu-
siasm of all the clubs,” said 
Cheryl Beall, Centennial’s 
bookkeeper. “I don’t really get 
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Is It All They Expected?
Seniors reflect on expectations vs. reality

     High school is certainly 
one of the most pivotal times 
in a student’s life.  Filled with 
memorable moments such 
as getting a driver’s license, 
going to Homecoming and 

she was involved in so many 
out-of-school activities, Whit-
temore rarely participated in 
school events, and “lacked 
the sense of belonging” that 
such events seemed to offer 
other students.  Senior events 
seemed promising when she 
was an underclassman, but 
when she entered twelfth 
grade, she no longer had an 
interest.
     Overall, Whittemore takes 
a rather neutral view on her 
high school experience.  “It 
wasn’t really a let down, but 
it didn’t surprise me either,” 
she commented.  “I simply did 
what I had to do to main-
tain my grades in school and 
looked outside of the school 
for any further fulfillment.”
     Other seniors, on the 
other hand, had different high 
school experiences.  Senior 
Anthony Mundie reported 
that he did not know what to 
expect coming from a private 
school.  He looked forward 
to making new friends, spirit 
week events, and the freedom 
to choose his own classes.  
Although he was not looking 
forward to waking up so early 
for classes, high school was, 
for the most part, an enjoyable 
experience.  “It was a lot more 
fun than I expected it to be 
four years ago, and I’m glad I 
got to experience the ups and 
downs with my friends,” he 
said.
     In contrast, senior Steph-
anie Boisvert felt that her 
experience did not live up to 
her expectations.  When she 

was a freshman, she looked 
forward to being an upper-
classman and taking part in 
school activities.  However, the 
drama was much worse than 
she anticipated, and she split 
apart from students that she 
thought she would be friends 
with for many years.
     “I think high school is 
something everyone has to 
deal with, and it’s definitely a 
way to grow up and mature, 
but getting there can be a little 
tough,” she stated. “Surround 
yourself with good people and 
it’s a little easier.”
     Senior Jessica Jiang, like 
Whittemore, stated that her 
expectations and her reality 
were very similar.  She expect-
ed high school to be harder 
than middle school in terms 
of academics, but was still 
excited for the independence 
and freedom accompanying 
high school. 

es, and new events, such as 
Homecoming and Prom.  Ad-
ditionally, she looked forward 
to being a part of the Cross 
Country team.  These expecta-
tions were fulfilled, and Jiang 
stated, “Bringing back a state 
championship title during my 
senior year of cross country 
was probably the highlight 
of my high school career in 
athletics.”
     As a freshman, she did 
not look forward to the extra 
work and stress of junior year, 
but  junior year was actually 
not necessarily as bad as she 
thought it would be.  While 
Jiang had a lot of difficulty 
managing her stress, her third 
year proved to be a great 
learning experience.
     Overall, Jiang’s experiences 
in high school were filled with 
highs and lows.  “The ups and 
downs all turned into learn-
ing and character-building 
experiences,” she commented.  
“I think a large part of how I 
currently compare the expe-
rience with the expectations 
shows how I’ve developed and 
changed as a person through-
out high school.”
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     “Coming into it, I expected 
it to be fun and rigorous, and 
that is exactly how I feel it 
turned out to be,” she stated. 
She looked forward to new 
opportunities, such as the abil-
ity to choose her own class-

Prom, and earning more 
freedom and opportunities, 
high school is a momentous 
experience for everyone.
     It is fair to say that each 
person has a different expec-
tation going into high school, 
but their four years do not 
usually play out exactly the 
way they expect them to.  
     Current senior Teresa 
Whittemore said she was 
excited to begin high school, 
as it meant that she would be 
able to escape middle school.  
She anticipated a fresh start, 
along with new opportuni-
ties that came with entering 
high school, and was looking 
forward to attending school 
events and engaging in extra-
curriculars.
     However, partly because 

Anthony Mundie.

Teresa Whittemore.

Stephanie Boisvert.
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The Team Of 2016:
One group of students

     Every Centennial gradu-
ating class has its own Class 
Board responsible for fund-
raising and planning various 
events for their respective 
class. The Class Board of 2016 
is no different. After fund-
raising for the last four years, 
this Class Board has skillfully 
raised enough money to hold 
all the “typical” senior events, 
and then some, without finan-
cial difficulty.
     This Class Board, in par-
ticular, underwent a sponsor 
change during the last four 
years. Initially, Tracy Klink 
and Tempe Beall were the 
assigned sponsors, but after 

the student members make 
most of the decisions and plan 
the events.
     One member of Class 
Board, Dougie Barnes, said, 
“We have very dedicated and 
hardworking advisors and 
club members. I think through 
dedication of the board, we 
have been able to boost inter-
est in activities as a school.”
     According to Fisher, seniors 
raised over $10,000 in their 
first three years at Centennial. 
They put this money towards 
many events: 2015 Prom, 
Crab Feast, Senior Luau, Class 
Night, Senior Breakfast, and 
Senior Picnic.
     The students on the board 
were able to raise all the 
money they did through some 
very successful fundraisers, 

Students in the 2016 Class Board plan for the various senior events still 
to come.
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Beall was promoted by the 
Board of Education, she could 
no longer hold that position. 
Centennial math teacher Erin 
Fisher stepped up to fill her 
position alongside Klink.
     While the sponsors play an 
important role on the Board, 

including Giant gift card sales 
and pizza sales at Centennial’s 
Homecoming carnivals.
     “[The] best tactic [is to] 
start early and raise money 
often,” said Fisher. “Every 
opportunity to raise money 
should be used.”

     Because they raised so 
much money, the Class Board 
was able to keep the atten-
dance fees low for Centennial 
seniors.
“Through the senior passport 

out how much we can spend 
on different events and what 
each event will cost. The board 
made the decisions and we 
tried to make it work finan-
cially.”

Robbie Hitt
(President)

Dougie Barnes
Stephanie Crispell
Emily Davis
Taruna Emani
Nicole Hammond
Amelia Haymes
Nina Parekh
Noah Schlossberg
Preeya Subedi
Chandler Wyatt

Class Board of 
2016:

system, we were able to sell 
more tickets to people for 
lower prices, as well as boost 
students’ interest in activities 
overall,” commented Barnes.
     Since the students hold 
most of the responsibility of 
the board, they make most 
of the decisions regarding 
the venues, entertainment, 
food, decorations, and more 
for every event they organize. 
They also research venues, 
availability, and cost, as well as 
visit the spaces chosen prior to 
the event.
     Chandler Wyatt, another 
student on the Class Board, 
said, “It was easier than I 
expected because we divided 
into groups based on the event 
we wanted to work on.”
     The sponsors play more of a 
supervisory role, according to 
Fisher. They hold meetings for 
the students, keep track of the 
planning, visit venues along-
side students, and choose 
event dates.
     “We are also the voices of 
reason,” commented Fisher. 
“Sometimes students don’t 
realize how expensive it is to 
put on some of these events... 
We see how much money we 
have and deal with budgeting 

“I think all of the work was worth 
my time.” ~Wyatt

     When the students and ad-
visors on a class board put in 
effort to fundraise for and plan 
so many events, it becomes 
very time consuming. In the 
end, the entire senior class 
benefits.
     Wyatt said, “I think all of 
the work was worth my time.”



Design By: Ashley Berry.
Photos By: Madhu Lal.

5
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A Look Into The Past:
Seniors recount their most memorable

     Senior year, homestretch, 
just a few more months of 
schooling, then freedom, 
sweet, blissful freedom. After 
around 13 years of school, 
the time has come for seniors 
to walk across the stage, get 
their diplomas, and run out 

     However, the deep long-
ing for graduation tends to 
become lost and forgotten 
as the much anticipated day 
approaches. Memories begin 
to bombard the mind while 
walking through hallways or 
entering classes. The mem-
ories of helpful teachers and 
budding friendships tend to 
soften the anger and anxiety 
that many seniors claim to feel 
towards their school. 
     Although seniors are eager 
to forget about the past four 
years, many admit that they 
will hold some level of senti-
ment towards Centennial and 
high school as a whole.
     Senior Katie Garvin 
exclaimed, “I’m excited to 
graduate because of the fun 
adventures I have planned for 
this summer. I’m also excited 
about the idea of starting a 
new chapter in my life and 
becoming more independent.” 
     The senior went on to 
explain how, although she is 
extremely excited to graduate 

school career.
     “Overall I enjoyed my high 
school experience. The good 
things were the lasting friends 
I’ve made, but all of the work 
and projects were such big 
stressors in my life,” Garvin 
said.   
    The soon-to-be graduate 
intends to study psychology 
at Salisbury University in 
Maryland this fall. Garvin is 
looking forward to gaining her 
independence and having the 
opportunity to take her educa-
tion into her own hands. 
     Another senior, Samantha 
Hamshey, shared her view on 
highschool and graduation.
     Hamshey explained,  “It 
[graduation] doesn’t feel real 
because I’ve been in school for 
13 years. It’s going to be weird 
not coming back to high-
school next year.”
     Hamshey is currently 
taking two classes at Howard 
Community College. She 
looked back on her four years 
at Centennial and described 

a job in nursing and is excited 
to gain the independence that 
comes along with graduating 
and attending college, she 
confesses that she will miss 

Samantha Hamshey.
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“I’ve been in school for 13 years. It’s 
going to be weird not coming back 

to high school next year.”
~Hamshey

the door. The general attitude 
these soon-to-be graduates 
hold as May approaches is, “I 
want to graduate right at this 
moment, then get as far away 
from this building as possible.”  
     It is understandable why 
seniors want to leave high 
school behind. The past four 
years have been an arduous 
experience. High school 
constantly tests one’s mental 
and physical endurance. Tests, 
quizzes, projects, and the gen-
eral growing pains that come 
with growing up are enough 
to wear anyone down. 

in May, she truly will miss all 
the teachers and peers that she 
has come to know over the 
four years. Garvin says that 
it will feel different not being 
around the people who have 
influenced her during her high 

the fond memories she has of 
meeting new people during 
classes, learning about dif-
ferent subjects, and playing 
volleyball on the school’s 
team. Although Hamshey 
looks forward to focusing on 

being able to see her peers and 
see the teammates she dedicat-
ed so much time to. 
     The years spent in the 
school system, especially 
the four years spent in high 
school, can be seen as a very 
important and influential 
component of an individual’s 
life. It is here that individual 
personalities are formed, hid-
den talents are uncovered, and 
lasting friendships are made. 

Katie Garvin.
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Self-Expression:
One student’s outlet to 

     For many artists, creating 
art is a method of escape.
     Through their art, they 
create pathways to forget or 
relieve the stresses and daily 
challenges they face through-
out their lives. Some artists 
utilize these unfortunate 
events as inspiration for their 
work as well. 
     Whether they are putting 
forth their political stances, 
protesting wars, or telling sto-
ries, their art has an element 
of reality within it. Each piece 
tells the background and story 
of the artist’s life, while taking 
the observers on a roller 
coaster ride of emotions in 
each image. 
     Maria Rodriguez, a Cen-
tennial junior, is a prime 
example of an artist who 
uses the dark and painstak-
ing phases of her life in her 
artwork. 
     She is currently working 

on a triptych, which is a piece 
of artwork that is divided into 
three sections. It is made up of 
three panels that each tell of a 
specific event that changed her 
life forever. 
     When Rodriguez was only 
five years old, her sister, who 
was ten at the time, was hit by 
a stray bullet shot by a gang 
member in their previous 
home of El Salvador.
     The bullet hit her head, and 
she was rushed to the hospital 
where she later died. 
     Rodriguez is painting each 
panel piece by piece, and 
currently has two of them 
completed. On each panel, 
intricately painted, are her 
interpretations of her sister’s 
autopsy photos. 
     An event like this would 
usually lead someone to as-
sume that the person who was 
affected would want to forget 
and ignore the event, but Ro-
driguez feels it’s right to do the 
complete opposite in memory 
of her sister. 
     “As an artist you need to 

always find inspiration, but 
it sometimes doesn’t come 
from something relatively easy 
to think about,” said Rodri-
guez. “Stepping out of my 
comfort zone and wanting to 
turn something negative into 

artistic genius is highly 
evident, as she contrasts 
something dark and morbid, 
and mixes it with an uplifting 
atmosphere around it. 
     The second panel portray-
ing the back view has a com-

Rodriguez has finished two of the three pieces for her collection.
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“I wanted to turn something nega-
tive into something more beautiful.” 

~Rodriguez
something more beautiful is 
important since it is some-
thing that hurts me deeply.”
   It is inevitable to get lost in 
the painting’s vast array of 
colors and shapes, collage of 
contrasting designs, and strik-
ingly beautiful color scheme.
     The overall aesthetic of 
the painting is very mysteri-
ous, and each look uncovers 
something new to identify and 
analyze. 
     The two portraits that are 
completed start as one of the 
front view of the head, and the 
second of the back. The front 
piece evokes a sense of purity 
as well as a colorful, natural 
vibe. It is filled with flowers, 
and bright, uplifting colors. 
     The eyes, showing glimpses 
of stars and leaves falling from 
each, and flowers protruding 
from the ear and neck com-
pliment each section of the 
face. The main focal point, 
however, is the top of the head 
where the stitches from the 
gun wound are highly visible 
and outlined. 
     This is where Rodriguez’s 

pletely different color scheme.
     Rodriguez uses elements 
of black, white, and gray to 
fill the head and neck. It is the 
darker and more calming part 
of the two panels. The same 
gunshot wound is still visible 
at the top, providing a look at 
it from another angle. 
     On the stitched areas of the 
face and where the gunshot 
wound is, Rodriguez inscribes 
the medical terms often seen 
in the autopsy, in her native 
language of Spanish. 
     The third panel, a side view, 
will be decorated with poems 
and newspaper articles written 
at the time of her sister’s 
death.
     The most beautiful art 
comes from the artist stepping 
out of their comfort zone, 
and portraying something so 
brutally honest, that the sub-
ject hurts them. Through the 
paintings, Rodriguez’s sister 
will live on forever. 
     “My sister has always in-
spired me,” Rodriguez men-
tions. “This is my way of com-
ing to terms with my past.” 
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An imprint forever left on students

The Mark of

    Experiences shape everyone 
into who they become. Cen-
tennial High School has made 
an impact on its students in 
one way or another, but how 
has it molded the class of 
2016?
    Between each grade, be-
tween each group, between 
each student, the answer is 
different. Centennial offers 
unique experiences from its 
sports to its clubs, to its teach-
ers and classes, to its student 
body. Seniors graduating this 
year will not experience Cen-
tennial for much longer, but 
its impact will be with them 
forever.
    Often times, students are af-

at Centennial including the 
friends I made and all the 
teachers have been the most 
welcoming people I’ve ever 
met,” said Conley. “[They] 
really made me feel special 
and I think that opened me up 
a lot and made me so much 
more outgoing, which was 
awesome.”
    Asim focused harder on ac-
ademics the longer he stayed 
at Centennial. “Last year and 
this year,” said Asim, “I have 
had the best grades I ever 
had. I give a lot of credit to 
the teachers that I’ve had, the 
current administration, and 
the students. Everyone is very 
caring and supportive of the 
academics.”
    Centennial has not only 
helped students academically, 
but has elevated their social 

in sports and clubs has made 
high school 100 times better, 
and has taught me so much 
about myself.”
    Many students at Centen-
nial, throughout every grade, 
have become concerned about 
college at some point. Asim 
however, commented, “Every 
student that I have talked to 
that’s graduated from here, 
says that Centennial does an 
outstanding job preparing 
you academically, whether 
it’s through the workload you 
receive or the tenacity of the 
problems.” Asim added that 
the students at Centennial that 
are stressed out about college 
shouldn’t be.
    Fowler said, “Clearly we 
have great teachers that pre-
pare us. I’m going to Towson, 
which is clearly a credit to the 
effort that the teachers put in.”
    Centennial offers chal-
lenging courses that prepare 
students in the long run and 
give them practice for college 
and beyond. “The curriculum 
at Centennial is very rigorous, 

and I know that it will help a 
lot when going off to college,” 
said Conley. 
     Not only do the teachers 
and their lesson plans prepare 
the students to be college 
ready, but the interactions be-
tween the students encourage 
them to raise not only their 
work product but their work 
ethic. “The competition and 
the drive of all the students at 
Centennial make you push to 
be the best you can be,” said 
Conley, “so I really think that 
will transfer over to me in 
college as well.”
    Asim assured that the 
amount of work he receives 
from Environmental Science 
AP and Human Geography 
AP is similar to that of a 
college environment. Students 
are excited to learn and be-
come smarter than they were, 
driving them to excel in their 
academics. Asim added, “[at 
Centennial] there is a lot of 
respect for those students that 
work hard.”

Asim and Conley have changed during their four years at Centennial 
and are excited to continue their journey to college.
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“The faculty and the teachers that 
I had shaped me into the person I 

am today.” ~Asim
fected in their academic lives, 
and are changed for the better. 
Ahad Asim has seen firsthand 
the effects that Centennial can 
make on the academic life.
     “Me, personally, when I 
came to CHS, I wasn’t the best 
student, both in academics 
and all-around,” said Asim. 
“But the faculty and the teach-
ers that I had shaped me into 
the person I am today.”
     Peyton Conley came into 
freshman year very timid.
     “I would say the people 

skills. “It’s helped me become 
a better leader,” said EJ Fowler, 
“being a captain of basketball 
and soccer in my senior year 
as well as an Eagle ambassa-
dor. Being part of the leader-
ship program at the school has 
definitely changed my leader-
ship role over the course of the 
four years that I’ve been here.”
    Conley similarly conclud-
ed that, “Centennial does a 
really good job of making sure 
everyone gets involved, so me 
personally getting involved 



best outcome in college
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Expecting the Unexpected:
Seniors hope for the

     When August rolls around, 
not only do seniors feel as if 
they have control over the 
underclassmen, but they prob-
ably have in mind that they 
own the building. Months 
start to pass and they realize 
May is coming sooner than 
expected. The month where 
memories from freshman year 
start to resurface. The month 
where freedom is waiting. 
The month where graduation 
is knocking on the door. It is 
finally here. The moment the 
senior class has been waiting 
for.
     After students are congrat-
ulated on their success, after 
walking across the stage, and 
after the status “We made it” 
has been posted, the reali-
zation that college is quickly 
approaching will hit.
     After all the commotion, 
seniors are focused on sum-
mer plans or college. Thinking 
about college has the power to 
make someone stressed, or it 
can cause a person to be really 
excited. So, what are Centen-
nial’s seniors thinking about 
college now? What are their 
expectations?
     Most seniors think about 
the type of people they are 
going to meet, the professors 
they will have, or the activities 
they are going to be involved 
in. Allie Durkee, a future 
student at Miami University, 
has set expectations to get her 

ready for her college experi-
ence. “[I want to] do well in 
classes and experience new 
things with new people.” Not 
only is meeting new people 
an expectation, but it is also 
something she is excited 
about. “I want to have the 
best experience I can possibly 
have,” she said.
     Ashley Mazer was a part of 
Centennial’s girl’s Cross Coun-
try team and competed in the 
XC State Championship. With 
Centennial taking first place, 
Mazer finished in 17th, mak-
ing it to the Top 20. In the Fall, 
she will be attending Salisbury 
University and is looking 
forward to being a part of the 
varsity Cross Country and 
Track teams. “I expect college 
to be challenging, but reward-
ing because I can finally be 
independent,” she said.
     With expectations and 
excitement over college, there 
also come topics that seniors 
are least looking forward to.
     “[I am least looking for-
ward to] having a lot of finals,” 
said Brad Smith. Smith has 
been in Centennial’s National 
Honor Society, Model United 
Nations, and Mock Trial; he 
played baseball and football, 
and participated in The Food 
on the 15th Charity Drive. 
Majoring in Neuroscience 
and Computer Science at The 
University of Rochester, Smith 
plans to continue his research 
in Molecular Neuropathology 
on an independent basis, as he 
has been doing so for the past 
three years.

     “I expect that I’ll definitely 
be challenged academically, 
and that I’ll have an amazing 
time meeting people in and 
out of my classes.”
     Shazabe Akhtar agrees 
with Smith that Finals Week 
is something he is not looking 
forward to. Akhtar played on 
both the Junior Varsity and 
Varsity soccer teams, and 
was associated with Centen-
nial’s Student Government 
Association, National Honor 
Society, and jazz band. He 
plans on getting involved in 

his school’s Student Govern-
ment, soccer program, and the 
Study Abroad Program, which 
allows students to travel to 
another country for a semester 
to take classes while indulging 
into their culture.
     “I am expecting college 
to have a lot of ways to get 
involved,” he said, “and I hope 
that everyone has school 
spirit.” Along with the fact 
that he is expecting a lot of 
school spirit, Akhtar believes 
that a sense of community is 
important, so he is excited to 
get involved and meet new 

time not waking up at 6 o’clock 
in the morning,” said Darrien 
Yu. Yu is excited to meet new 
people, as well as to experi-
ence new things. Most seniors 
are excited to travel away from 
home, but he is least looking 
forward to being away from 
friends and family.
     Although leaving high 
school is a bittersweet mo-
ment, college is a new way to 
create more memories. Even 
if it means leaving old friends 
and being far away from 
family, it really isn’t that bad, 
after all.

people.
     When seniors graduate, 
they will bring what they have 
learned from high school to 
college and share their talent 
with other students. Robbie 
Hitt expects to join a comedy 
group at University of Mary-
land, College Park, due to the 
fact that he enjoys entertain-
ing others.
     “I enjoy entertaining others 
because I love making some-
one’s day and bringing a smile 
to their face,” he said.
    “[I expect to have] a great 

Akhtar and Durkee both had different experiences throughout their 
high school career that prepared them for their future.
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Michael Merkey

Passing the Torch:
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The time is nearly here to say goodbye to the class of 2016. Before they 
leave on to their next destination, these seniors give their advice to 
their fellow students. Being a senior is not just a walk in the park, and 
by following the help of the people who have already gone through it, 
students can better prepare themselves for the next year.

“Start college apps early; so many people told me that and I 
didn’t listen. That was a mistake.”

“Grades matter, so don’t mess up.”

“Don’t take high school too seriously. It should be a fun 
time. Put yourself before your grades.”

“Get enough sleep.”

“Leave nothing to doubt. Put effort and time into people and 
your passion so that you’ll never worry.”

“Don’t disregard school completely; it is still very import-
ant to make it to graduation.”

other Centennial Students
Seniors give advice to

~Josh Ludlow

~Darius Baker

~Gab Albano 

~Jason Simpson

~Kishan Patel

~Danielle Kalivretenos

Opinion, Sports Writer
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Meghan Moore
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Gowns or Flower Crowns:
Students choose between

     The month of May is syn-
onymous with many things: 
the beginning of summer, 
Memorial Day, the ever-loom-
ing presence of finals, summer 
concerts, and for some of 
the Centennial student body, 
Prom. While many Centen-
nial students have spent the 
past few months searching 
for dresses, tuxedos, and a 
special someone to take to 
Prom, others have taken this 
time to prepare for one of 
the biggest music events that 
Merriweather Post Pavilion 
hosts: Sweetlife. Sweetlife is an 
annual musical festival hosted 
by the company Sweetgreen, 
and every year Merriweather 
opens its gates for one day to 
all different kinds of music 
lovers for the event. 
     This year, Centennial’s 
Prom and the popular music 
festival were hosted on the 
same day, May 14, which put 
many students on the spot. 
     For a lot Centennial 
juniors, the decision for 
Sweetlife over Prom was an 
easy one. The feeling of being 
surrounded by the euphoric 
feeling music provides accom-
panied by some of its most 
avid enthusiasts, proved to 
be a large motivator in the 
choice.
     “The thrill is a thousand 
times greater than any high 
school dance,” shared junior 
Wallaki Grey. “The feeling of 

the music beating through 
your body creates a chemistry 
that is unimaginable.” 
     Other students chose 
Sweetlife simply because they 
did not have someone to go 
to Prom with this year. Many 
high school students dream of 
going to their Prom with “that 
special someone,” and without 
that someone, many students 
were less inclined to attend.
     Park Sehgal explained, “I 
wouldn’t have a date to prom 

so I wasn’t as worried about 
missing my junior year Prom,” 
shared Sehgal. 
     Some juniors merely be-
lieved that attending Prom is 
not as important as attending 
as a senior, that the final year 
is some rite of passage. 
     “I think one needs to go 
to his or her’s senior Prom in 
order to have the ‘full’ high 
school experience. I will defi-
nitely be going to my senior 
Prom next year,” concluded 

Grey. 
     Location, for any event, is 
a key factor in its success. The 
location provides a unique 
energy that cannot be mim-
icked anywhere else. Prom 
was held at Martin’s West, and 
can be argued to be a modern 
day Cinderella’s castle. For 
some Centennial seniors, the 
location was just as important 
as the event itself. 

It is a difficult decision for many students whether to attend Prom or 
Sweetlife on May 14.
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Prom and Sweetlife

either way, and I felt like 
Sweetlife would be more fun.”
     A number of juniors had 
attended Prom last year as 
sophomores, so there was not 
as much temptation to go to 
Prom with this year. Already 
knowing what to expect and 
experiencing the hype, many 
juniors lost the drive to go 
through it again. 
     “I went to Prom last year, 

“It’s such a beautiful place, and 
it’s really classy,” said senior 
Natalia Nagy. 
     Not all Centennial Prom 
goers held the same views. For 
many seniors, the decision 
for Prom over Sweetlife was a 
no-brainer. Music is a pow-
erful force that brings groups 
of people together; however, 
many people are extremely 
picky when it comes to what 
they choose to listen to. This 
year, the combination of a 
seemingly mediocre lineup 
and the fact that it is their se-
nior Prom weighed in heavily 
in the choice, prompting many 
seniors to determine what 
meant more to them. Most 
seniors when put on the spot, 
did not even have to think 
twice about which was more 
important.
     “If the line-up was more 
my taste, then I would’ve 
definitely considered Sweetlife 
more seriously,” shared senior 
Megan Oliver.
     “Senior Prom is something 
you just can’t miss.” Senior 
Hannah Lee added “There’s 
always next year for Sweetlife 
but not Prom.”  
     Many people, when look-
ing back on their high school 
years, will remember their se-
nior Prom first. A lot of adults 
even say that their biggest 
regret of high school is not 
going to Prom. Nagy added, 
“This is my last Prom and I 
want to make memories with 
my friends there, not at some 
concert that I could go to any 
time during the summer.”
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Madhu Lal
Opinion Editor

Painting the Path
A look into the lives of

     Centennial is home to a 
large population of young and 
talented artists, some of whom 
create art for pleasure, others 
who hope to make a career 

Haymes and Hanssen are currently taking Art 4 AP together.
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two prospective art students

“I make art because it’s an awe-
some way to express yourself.”

~Haymes
out of their talent. Some art-
ists go on to attend specialized 
schools made for individu-
als who want to grow as an 
artist. A handful of students 
at Centennial this year will 
be attending art school after 
high school. Seniors Bronwyn 
Haymes and Isa Hanssen are 
two of these students.
     Haymes intends to attend 
the Maryland Institute Col-
lege of Art (MICA) in Balti-
more during the fall of this 
year. The artist has been draw-
ing since preschool, but never 
thought of it as more than a 
hobby until high school. Hay-
mes said that her older sister, 
who is an art teacher, influ-
enced her into making art at 
a very young age. However, It 
wasn’t until high school that 
she began taking art classes 
and courses more seriously, 
and her passion and talent 
started to solidify. 
     Haymes said, “I make art 
because it’s an awesome way 
to express yourself in a vague 

art students who were using 
art to fuel their careers, she 
decided that the art she was 
creating was more than just a 
hobby. 
     Haymes now hopes to 
spread her artwork as far as 
she can and use it to positive-
ly impact others. Her dream 
is to work with a nonprofit 
organization in Baltimore to 
create murals  or to work as 
an art teacher in third world 
countries or poverty stricken 
areas. Haymes says that art 
has helped and healed her in 
many different ways. The art-
ist believes that giving under-
privileged children creative 
support can keep them from 
making choices that will nega-
tively impact their lives. 
     The support Haymes re-
ceives from those around her 
also fuels her passion for art. 
Haymes praised her family 
who are all very supportive 
and have motivated her to put 
as much work out as she can. 
     Twin sister Amelia Haymes 

yet relatable way. Also, it’s 
super fun and always makes 
me super happy.” Haymes ex-
plains how she didn’t seriously 
consider art as a career or for 
college until her junior year 
of high school. After Haymes 
interacted with different pro-
fessional artists and current 

said, “I support her. She’s very 
talented and passionate about 
what she does. When you’re 
an artist it is hard to know 
what kinds of jobs are out 
there. I think it would be great 
for her to go to an art school 
because they can really help 
her discover how she can take 
her talent and include it in 
her future. It’ll be difficult but 
she’ll be able to do it.” 
     Isa Hanssen, an artist since 
early childhood, also decided 
to pursue art school and plans 
to attend MICA. Hanssen 
originally saw herself as more 
of a writer than an artist. “...I 
wanted to be a writer. And art 
was kind of a hobby.” Howev-
er, after building upon what 
she thought was just a hobby, 
she found that it was easier for 
her to tell her stories through 
visual art rather than writing. 

foremost [reason] for my art 
making.”
     Hanssen plans on explor-
ing different methods of com-
municating her stories using 
the visual art by pursuing an-
imation. “I tend to draw more 
inspiration from animation. 
My earliest and most prom-
inent influences would be 
the work of Hayeo Miyazaki 
and Studio Ghibli as a whole, 
for both their narratives and 
overall aesthetic.”
     The aspiring animator also 
explained how her family has 
been supporting her in her 
decision to attend art school 
and pursue a career in the 
arts. “My family has always 
been hugely supportive of my 
art and I could not be more 
thankful to them for encour-
aging me all these years. My 
dad has been so supportive 

“It kinda clicked and I knew I 
wanted to go into art.”
     The art that Hanssen cre-
ates focuses on telling a story, 
“...stories have pretty much 
always been the first and 

and helped in guiding and 
teaching me over the years”
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The Summer Season:
Students are excited for summer 2016

     Summer break is just as it 
sounds, a time for students to 
be away from school. When 
summer approaches, students 
start to plan adventures and 
the anticipation begins to 

some students, such as Jessica 
Kitzman, are traveling. “My 
family goes to Texas every 
year,” said Kitzman, “so we are 
going this year as well. It will 
be a long car ride, but it isn’t 
that bad. My family doesn’t get 
on my nerves very often.”
     In Texas they visit her 
grandparent’s house. “There is 

participants will be given 
the opportunity to apply 
what they have learned to 
an assigned community. “It’s 
actually really exciting to get 
this opportunity especially be-
cause the program is set up to 
allow us to do this once a year 
throughout college,” Loshrabi 
said. “Not only will I be able 
to make new friends...but I’ll 
also get to grow with them 
throughout most of my young 
adult and college life while 
still positively influencing my 
community.” 
     Rather than academic pur-
suit Ankith Murthy plans to 
work on his resume by intern-
ing over the summer.
     ”I’ll be interning at this 
engineering firm in Colum-
bia,” said Murthy. “But, other 
than that I don’t plan on doing 
much. I will be looking over 
and reviewing my college 
courses and might take little 
vacations here and there.” 
     James Lieu will be working 
during the summer just as 
Murthy will. Lieu says, “I just 

for the summer.”
     Gary Tse will enlist in the 
Naval Academy once out of 
high school. He will be going 
to the Naval Academy on 
June 30, allowing him exactly 
one month between gradua-
tion and the beginning of his 
training. Tse commented that 
he was excited about training, 
but simultaneously found it 
nerve-wracking. Once train-
ing is completed, Tse will be 
going to Oregon and Wash-
ington State.
     “This summer is going to 
be quite interesting and filled 
with lots of adventures,” said 
Tse. “I’m not anxious about 
these life-changing experienc-
es I’m about to go through, 
but just [feel] extreme eager-
ness to get out of high school 
and experience things on my 
own.”
     The summer will bring out 
the best of times along with 
the stress of the real world. 
Students no longer listen, but 
choose what they will do. The 
possibilities will be intimi-

Kitzman is ready for summer and the activities that go with it.
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build. Students will collabo-
rate with family and friends 
alike to fill their summer time. 
Together or alone, summer is 
a relaxing time of year with 
endless possibilities.
     One individual, Rane 
Dellinger, a student planning 
for a degree in architecture,  
said,  ”I will get a job if I don’t 
already have one by the time 
summer comes, so I can be 
financially stable for college. 
I’ve already been accepted to 
Howard Community College 
for the 2016 fall semester.”
     With the fall semester at 
HCC confirmed for Dellinger, 
he is able to look forward to 
a significantly less stressful 
summer.
     Instead of staying home 

a lot of people, but everyone is 
family and really nice.”
     Andrew Valienski is travel-
ing as well.“I’m going to Alas-
ka, but I’m looking forward 
to the places I don’t know I’m 
going [to].” He has visited 
family in Russia in the past, 
but the Alaskan trip this year 
is not to visit family. Valienski 
is going with his twin sister, 
Nicole, as well as his younger 
sister, Maya. 
     Bushra Lohrasbi is taking 
her summer to continue her 
education. She will be partak-
ing in a “10 days of service” 
program in Maine. Four of 
these days will be dedicated 
to studying different meth-
ods to effectively grow as a 
community. Afterwards, the 

“This summer is going to be quite 
interesting and filled with lots of 

adventures.”
~Tse

dating to begin with, but over 
time it will become a way of 
life. 

plan on working part-time at 
Paper Lanterns. Mid-summer 
I might fly down to Georgia 
to visit my cousins, but that’s 
pretty much all I have planned 
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A Bittersweet Goodbye:
Seniors get ready for their

    As the school year comes to 
a close for the Class of 2016, 
graduates face many changes 
and challenges. Saying good-
bye to high school has always 
been bittersweet. Before 

necessary in order to be ready 
for the college lifestyle, and 
the independence that comes 
with it.
    Seniors Kewa Gray and 
Noah Schlossberg are already 
looking ahead to college and 
all the new experiences that it 
will bring.
    Gray will begin college in 

the different clubs and organi-
zations that Keuka has to offer. 
She is excited about starting a 
new life in New York, but will 
miss having her family nearby.
    Schlossberg will be a 
freshman next fall at Au-
burn University, in southern 
Alabama, where he will major 
in animal science. Like Gray, 
Schlossberg is excited about 
beginning his life and becom-
ing independent, but is also 
nervous to be on his own for 
the first time.
    Many college freshmen un-
derestimate how much money 
they’ll need once they get on 
campus. Schlossberg said,“I 
probably need to spend most 
of my time earning money, 

so I don’t have to get a job on 
campus my freshman year.” 
    In addition to preparing 
financially, Schlossberg also 
said he needs to figure out 
what he’s bringing to college 
with him and which classes he 
needs to take. 
    Before Schlossberg leaves 

for the challenges that will 
be thrown their way. Saying 
goodbye to friends and family, 
moving away from home, and 
meeting new people will be 
difficult, but these two seniors 
plan to make the most of their 
last few months at home.

for Auburn, he will have to 
say goodbye to his family and 
friends. Schlossberg said, “I 
am most looking forward to 
the freedom from my parents 
[and] meeting new people.”, 
Schlossberg also said he is 
apprehensive about living 
almost 800 miles away from 
his family and will “miss [his] 
mom’s cooking.” 
    Though college will be a 
new and important experi-
ence, Gray and Schlossberg 
are preparing for the good 
and the bad. Gray said, “I can’t 
wait to meet new people [and] 
make new friends.” 
    Both seniors anticipate a 
harder and more stressful 
workload, but they are ready 

Schlossberg and Gray prepare to say goodbye to Centennial and head to 
college.

freshman year of college
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“I can’t wait to meet new people 
[and] make new friends.”

~Gray
moving into the cramped 
and unair conditioned dorm 
rooms, incoming college 
freshmen have many things 
to prepare for. Leaving friends 
and family behind, students 
embrace the unfamiliar and 
fast paced lifestyle they will 
face in college.
    Friendships will be highly 
appreciated as many leave for 
schools in different states and 
will no longer be able to see 
each other every day in the 
hallways. College freshmen 
will also taste the “joy” and 
“variety” of college cafeteria 
food rather than their home-
cooked meals. 
    Not only do freshmen move 
away from their homes, but 
they might also live with a 
stranger, most likely someone 
with a different background 
from a different state. In many 
cases, new students will not 
know a single person on cam-
pus when they arrive in the 
fall. Because of these drastic 
changes, certain preparation is 

the fall at Keuka College in 
New York where she will play 
Division 3 basketball and ma-
jor in early childhood/special 
education.
    Gray said, “Before I leave 
for college I want to visit 
Ocean City, Six Flags, and the 
White House.” 
    Along with plans to see all 
the DMV has to offer, Gray 
hopes to make new memories 
with her friends before they 
all leave for college.
    The transition to college 
will be a different experience 
for Gray than that of most 
college freshmen. Instead of 
selecting a roommate from 
the entire incoming class, 
Gray will room with a future 
teammate and feels she will 
have an “excessive workload” 
while balancing her academic 
and athletic career. 
    Although she is stressed 
about the rigorous schedule 
of a student playing at the 
collegiate level, Gray is also 
looking forward to joining all 
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SENIOR COLLEGE LIST
Abraham, Angela - Towson 
University
Ahmed, Hira - UMBC
Akhtar-Nasim, Shazabe - 
American University
Albano, Gabriel - VCU
Allen, Emily - Salisbury Uni-
versity
An, Min - University of Rich-
mond
Anderson, Kiana - HCC
Aylaian, Matthew - UMBC
Baker, Darius - UMCP
Balakirsky, Phillip - UPenn
Barnes, Douglas - Salisbury 
University
Bennett, Aviana - HCC
Blount, Illya - HCC
Boisvert, Stephanie - Steven-
son University
Boodon, William - UMBC
Brandon, Mackenzie - College 
of Charleston
Braun, Rachel - Penn State
Brown, Thomas - Le Moyne 
College
Buckmaster, Chad - Towson 
University
Bundi, Ted - Wright State 
University
Byrne, Morgan - Towson 
University
Cai, Michael - Duke
Campora, Rafael - Brigham 
Young University, Idaho
Caplan, Marissa - Savannah 
College of Art and Design
Carandang, Daniel - Towson 
University
Carr, Benjamin - UMCP
Castle-Smith, Alexander -  
HCC
Cavero, Diego - UMBC
Chatla, Venkatram - UMBC

University
Hou, Mary - UMCP
Hromek, Megan - UMBC
Hsu, Cecilia - Princeton Uni-
versity
Huynh, Crystal - HCC
Huynh, Phuong - UMBC
Ijoma, Diane - Seton Hall 
University
Irwin, Briana - UMCP
Isaacs, Amrita - Alvernia 
University
Jackson, William - UMCP
Jacob, Rachel - UMCP
Jadhav, Chetana - UMBC
Jenkins, Jazzmine - Towson 
University
Ji, Angela - UPenn
Jiang, Jason - UMCP
Jiang, Jessica - UMCP
John-Vanderpool, Simone - 
Wesleyan University
Kalivretenos, Danielle - Salis-
bury University
Kaminsky, Rebecca - UMCP
Kelly, Daniel - UMCP
Keochinda, Alena - WVU
Keogh, Madeline - HCC
Khawaja, Aneeza - HCC
Kim, Esther - UMCP
Kim, Hali - UPenn
Kim, Michael - UMCP
Konkalmatt, Savyasachi - 
UMCP
Kraft, William - UMCP
Kraisser, Austin - Campbell 
University
Krishna, Priya - UMBC
Kuan, Alice - Johns Hopkins 
University
Kuo, Helen - Cornell Univer-
sity
Kwon, Elizabeth - Widener 
University

Elhag, Mazin - UMBC
Eloseily, Nadine - UMCP
Emani, Taruna - Carnegie 
Mellon University
Eudell, Courtney - HCC
Fidel, Rachel - UCF
Finnegan, Shannon - Wash-
ington College
Fowler, Edward - Towson 
University
Frommer, Andrew - UMCP
Gai, Jessica - NYU
Ganapathy, Pranav - Johns 
Hopkins University
Garvin, Kaitlin - Salisbury 
University
Gelfand, Marlee - WVU
Gilbert, Jordynn - University 
of Hartford
Goldstein, Benjamin - Co-
lumbia University
Gomez, Reina - HCC
Green, Nyla - Hampton Uni-
versity
Grissom, Kendra - Spelman 
College
Gupta, Showmik - UMCP
Hall, Hunter - University of 
Denver
Han, Woolim - UMCP
Hannagan, Darcy - Tulane 
University
Hanrahan, Ahnna - UMCP
Harrity, Jonathan - Hofstra 
University
Havlik, Michael - HCC
Hawkins, Tessa - UCSB
Haymes, Amelia - American 
University
Haymes, Bronwyn - MICA
Hitt, Robert - UMCP
Ho, Sara - University of Pitts-
burgh
Horstkamp, John - Salisbury 

Chausse, Isabelle - Temple 
University
Chitkara, Varun - UMCP
Choe, Eddy - Towson Univer-
sity
Choi, Yejin - The Juilliard 
School
Ciraolo, Jordan - UMCP
Colby, Benjamin - High Point 
University
Conley, Peyton - Towson 
University
Costello, Kevin - UMCP
Courtemanche, Samantha -  
Coastal Carolina University
Cox, Catherine - University of 
Michigan
Crispell, Stephanie - Saint 
Joseph’s University
Cunningham, Caroline - 
Towson University
Davis, Emily - East Carolina 
University
Dayal, Nandan - UMCP
De Sande, Maria - UMBC
Deen, Sarah - Capitol Tech-
nology University
Deen, Shaina - HCC
Deng, Andrew - UMCP
Dietrich, Amber - UMCP
Dorsey, Christopher - HCC
Driscoll, Alexandra - Oberlin 
College
Driscoll, Connor - UMCP
Dronamraju, Vaibhav - Indi-
ana University at Bloomington
Dunagan, Jessica - Frostburg 
State University
Durkee, Alise - Miami Uni-
versity, Oxford
Edmund, Rachel - UMBC
ElGammal, Malak - Towson 
University
Elgendy, Sarah - UMCP
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Kwon, Jessie - UMCP
Labanimotlagh, Amirreza - 
UMBC
Latham, Nicholas - UMBC
Lee, Jocelyn - UMCP
Levine, Emma - UMCP
Li, Andrew - UMCP
Li, David - UMBC
Li, Kevin - University of Mich-
igan
Liang, Tianyuzhou - UMCP
Lieu, James - Penn State
Liu, Charrine - Cleveland 
Institute of Music
Liu, Vincent - UMBC
Lohrasbi, Bushra - Penn State
Ludlow, Joshua - UMBC
Martineau, Nicholas - UMBC
Mauer, Jacob - HCC
Mazer, Ashley - Salisbury 
University
McCarthy, Julia - USC
McGillicuddy, Kelly - UNC 
Wilmington
McIntyre, Devin - Salisbury 
University
Melicosta, Nicolas - UMBC
Mellacheruvu, Sai - UMBC
Meredith, Collin - HCC
Merkey, Michael - JMU
Metz, Erik - UMCP
Mickenberg, Jason - York 
College of Pennsylvania
Mitchell, Kevin - UMBC
Mitchell, Shannon - Towson 
University
Montanez, Victoria - Radford 
University
Moore, Michael - Wingate 
University
Moorhead, Anna - St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland
Morgante, Alana - UMCP
Mori, Shiori - Pratt Institute

Mugo, Michelle - Emory 
University
Mundie, Anthony - HCC
Murphy, Colin - University of 
Rochester
Murthy, Ankith - UMCP
Mykytyn, Anna - Susquehan-
na University
Nagy, Natalia - Washington 
College
Nam, Ye Eun - UMBC
Nardei, Grace - Towson Uni-
versity
Nasafi, Bobir - UMCP
Neerumalla, Sanjana - Penn 
State
Neilon, Cameron - Salisbury 
University
Nho, Hannah - UMCP
Noonan, Shannon - Towson 
University
Notti, Madeline - UMCP
Novey, Luke - UMCP
O’Neill, Casey - Towson Uni-
versity
Oliver, Megan - USC
Parekh, Nina - UMCP
Paris, Emily - University of 
Oregon
Paris, Hannah - UCSB
Park, Kun Woo - UMCP
Patel, Kishan - UMCP
Pavuk, Abigail - Towson 
University
Payad, Rica - HCC
Peddibhotla, Venu - UMBC
Phelps, David - JMU
Piyasirisilp, Garn - University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign
Potter, Chaluim - Towson 
University
Ranganathan, Aparna - 
UMCP

Rao, Aniruddha - UMBC
Reiss, Justin - Penn State
Rice, Allyanna - Clemson 
University
Riina, Jacob - OSU
Rous, Ashley - UCLA
Russ, Shannon - St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland
Sam, Cibya - UMBC
Sama, Shohith - Indiana Uni-
versity at Bloomington
Sams, Emma - Salisbury 
University
Sarkar, Jinia - Georgetown 
University
Sarkar, Mitali - UMBC
Savage, Christopher - UMCP
Schleicher, Drew - Miami 
University, Oxford
Schlimm, Audrey - Dickinson 
College
Schlossberg, Noah - Auburn 
University
Segev, Michael - UMCP
Shimeall, Ana - University of 
Richmond
Shin, Isaac - UMBC
Shueh, Milly - UMBC
Sicilia, Nikolas - Towson 
University
Simpson, Jason - Shenandoah 
University
Smith, Bradley - University of 
Rochester
Smith, Javon - Frostburg State 
University
Song, Min Hee - UMCP
Sopchick, Joseph - Elizabeth-
town College
Sorak, Ryan - HCC
Subedi, Preeya - UMCP
Sullivan, Mahesh - UMCP
Taheri, Ali - HCC
Tantry, Lekha - UMCP

Toth, Austin - UMCP
Tsai, Andrew - Duke
Tse, Gary - United States Na-
val Academy
Valiansky, Andrew - HCC
Vaughn, Anya - MICA
Vea, Phillip - UMCP
Veeramusti, Karthik - Salis-
bury University
Vema, Arvinda - UMBC
Wang, Felicia - Bowdoin 
College
Wang, Justin - The Catholic 
University of America
Wang, Sabrina - UMCP
Wei, Sara - UMCP
Weller, Sophia - HCC
Western, Taylor - Towson 
University
White, Kelly - UMCP
Windley, Savannah - UMBC
Wong, Christine - UMBC
Wong, Tracy - Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology
Woodford, Michael - Villano-
va University
Yablon, Scott - UMCP
Yamaguchi, Tomohiro - 
UMCP
Yang, Han-Wen - UMCP
Young, Lauren - MICA
Yu, Yunting - Johns Hopkins 
University
Yun, Seong Muk - UMCP
Zhang, Warren - UMBC
Zhou, Daoyou - UMCP
Zong, Tianhong - UMCP

Information provided from Stu-
dent Services via student survey as 

of May 6, 2016.
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Alumni 
    For some seniors, the future 
beyond graduation is a myste-
rious and sometimes intim-
idating thing. Many people 
don’t know what lies ahead 
for them. Some will go into 
college undecided, some may 
even take a gap year to decide 
what they want to do with 
their futures. For one Centen-
nial alumnus, there was a clear 
desired path following grad-
uation, and one main theme 
would remain consistent along 
the way - volleyball.
    The five years since Aaron 
Russell graduated from Cen-
tennial in 2011 have been any-
thing but ordinary. Through 
hard work and dedication, 
Russell draws closer every 
day to reaching one of his life 
long goals - representing the 
United States while playing 
volleyball in the Olympics. 

    “I like it [volleyball] because 
no play is the same as the one 
before,” Russell said. “[It] is 
challenging and keeps me 
wanting to learn more and 
improve.”

volleyball and I would go and 
watch,” Russell said. “When he 
had free time, he would take 
me and my older brother, Pe-
ter, to an open court and teach 
us fundamental skills.”
    Growing up, Russell played 
multiple sports.
    “I played a number of dif-
ferent sports and I didn’t want 
to narrow it down to just one,” 
Russell said.
    During his high school 
career at Centennial, he was a 
member of the school’s boys’ 
soccer team. Though he was 
extremely successful, Russell 
began to grow bored of the 
sport, and decided he did not 
want to pursue it after gradu-
ation. 
     “I was getting tired of it and 
eventually I felt burned out 
and wanted to learn some-
thing new,” he said.
    Since he had a background 
in volleyball and had always 
enjoyed it, Russell decided to 
pursue the sport. The Howard 
County Public School System 
does not offer boys’ volleyball 
as a school team, so Russell 
was forced to look outside of 
the school for experience.
    He played for the Maryland 
Volleyball Program club team 
and eventually tried out for 
the USA High Performance 
team, leading him to become 
a part of the Youth National 
Team and later the Junior 
National Team during his teen 
years. 
    Although Maryland does 
not have many boys’ club 
teams, Russell said that he 

Russell competes for the United 
States National Team in various 
international competitions.
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“was lucky enough to have 
great coaches like Aldis Berz-
ins, Ric Lucas, and [his] dad,” 
to help him along the way.
    As Russell continued to play 
and gain momentum in the 
sport, he realized that it was 
something he wanted to pur-
sue in college and beyond. 
“I saw where volleyball could 
take me from watching my 
dad when I was little and 
seeing Peter get recruited [by 
Penn State],” Russell said.
    Russell began school at 
Penn State University in the 
Fall of 2011, and played for 
their varsity level men’s volley-
ball team.
    He chose Penn State be-
cause of the opportunities it 
presented to him. He said, “It 
could give me a great edu-

Russell played three years on Centennial’s Boys’ Varsity Soccer team 
and served as a captain for two.

2
time AVCA
First Team 

All-American

    Russell began playing vol-
leyball when he was between 
four and six years old, but did 
not play competitively until 
his freshman year of high 
school. Although he began 
playing organized volleyball 
later in his life, Russell grew 
up with the sport all around 
him.
    “My dad [Stewart Russell] 
played professional outdoor 
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served as a practice member 
his first year on the team, but 
stated that while playing his 
first match as a member of the 
team, he “could not have been 
happier.”

spring seasons, Russell com-
petes for Sir Safety Perugia, 
a club in the highest level of 
the Italian Volleyball League. 
During the summer, Russell 
returns to the US National 

forward to, as they will have 
the chance to compete in the 
2016 Olympic Games in Rio.
    Russell described this as 
a competition he is greatly 
looking forward to, and this 
may be a chance for Russell to 
achieve his dream of bringing 
home a Gold medal.
    Russell’s story of success is 
one that not many people are 
able to claim. Though the star 
volleyball player has achieved 
more in his 22 years than 
many ever will, he is filled 
with nothing but gratitude.
    To graduating student-ath-
letes looking to further their 
careers, he advises, “Being 

Spotlight
Centennial to the world stage

tional competitions through-
out the year.
    “My favorite competition 
was the World Cup in Japan 
this past summer,” Russell 
said. 
    However, this year Russell 
and the rest of the US team 
have something big to look 

a student-athlete in college 
is not easy, but enjoy every 
minute of it because not many 
people are given the same 
opportunity that you have.”

Russell competes for the Italian Volleyball team, Sir Safety Perugia, in 
the Italian Volleyball League.

3
NCAA DI-II 

National 
Championship 
Appearances

cation while giving me great 
competition...to improve in 
volleyball.”
    During his four years at 
Penn State, Russell excelled on 
the court.
    In 2013, 2014, and 2015, 
he helped Penn State’s men’s 
volleyball team gain an 
appearance in the NCAA 
DI-II National Championship 
tournaments and was named 
the Uvaldo Acosta Memorial 
EIVA Player of the Year each 
of those three years. 
    Additionally, in both 2014 
and 2015 (his junior and 
senior year) Russell was 
named an AVCA First Team 
All-American.
    But Russell did not stop 
there. He had other dreams 
and goals that he wanted to 
pursue.
    “After watching the men’s 
National Team win the Gold 
in the 2008 Olympics, I 
thought to myself ‘I want to do 
that’,” he said. 
     In 2014, Russell took the 
first step to achieving this 
goal, when he became the 
youngest member of the USA 
men’s National Team. Russell 

“After watching the men’s Nation-
al Team win the Gold in the 2008 
Olympics, I thought to myself ‘I 

want to do that.’” ~Russell

     Russell’s success presents 
him as a role model for other 
players.
     Frank Melvin, a redshirt 
outside hitter for Penn State, 
said, “It’s kind of something to 
work towards. Its very tough 
to match [Russell] day in and 
day out.”
     Not only is Russell admired 
on the court, he is viewed as a 
great teammate as well.
     Taylor Hammond, a red-
shirt senior setter for Penn 
State, had the opportunity 
to play on the same team as 
Russell.
     “He was the best player 
I ever played with,” he said. 
“You knew he was better, but 
he never made you feel like 
he was better than you. He 
was a teammate who made his 
teammates better.”
     Russell left behind a legacy 
at Penn State, and he looks to 
represent the United States in 
the same light this summer.
    During the fall, winter, and 

team, who trains together and 
competes in various interna-
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A Year in Review:
Taking a look back at the seniors’ final year at Centennial
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The 2015-2016 school year was filled with some moments that were exciting, and others that 
were shocking. A lot of things happened, causing the year to go by in a flash. Here are some of 
the defining moments of the school year.

Snapchat Filters and Lenses: The 
new Snapchat update was released 
in September 2015 and is still a 
trend to this day. While using the 
app, people are able to use many 
filters that are entertaining in many 
ways.

Shootings: Two devastating 
moments occurred when Paris, 
France went under a terrorist 
attack in November 2015 and 
when a bombing took place 
in Brussels, Belgium in March 
2016.

The 2016 Campaign: As 
several candidates dropped out 
of the 2016 presidential cam-
paign, only one Republican 
and two Democratic candi-
dates remain: Donald Trump 
for the Republican Party, and

Death of Celebrities: What 
seemed to shock a lot of people 
was the death of three famous 
icons: David Bowie and Alan 

Harriet Tubman Replacing 
Andrew Jackson on the $20 
bill: On April 20, 2016, Trea-
sury Secretary Jacob Lew an-
nounced that former slave and

Leonardo DiCaprio Win-
ning His First Oscar: After 
waiting many years, Leo

Kobe Bryant’s Final Game: 
NBA player Kobe Bryant 
played his final NBA season at 
age 37 on April 13, 2016. At his 

Steve Harvey’s “Miss-take”: 
In the Miss Universe Pageant 
of 2016, show-host Steve Har-
vey accidentally pronounced 
Miss Colombia as Miss Uni-
verse. Moments later, Harvey 
walked back out on stage, 

Peyton Manning Retired: 
After the Denver Broncos won 
the 50th annual Super Bowl, 
Peyton Manning retired from

News

corrected his mis-
take, and gave the 
title to its rightful 
owner, Miss Philip-
pines.

farewell game, 
Bryant scored 60 
points, completing 
20 years of his bas-
ketball career. 

DiCaprio final-
ly won his first 
Oscar at the 88th 
annual Academy 
Awards Show.

the NFL, 
completing 
18 seasons 
of his NFL 
career.

Rickman 
(January 
2016), and 
Prince (April 
2016).

abolitionist 
Harriet Tubman 
will be replacing 
Andrew Jackson 
on the $20 bill.

Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sand-
ers for the Demo-
cratic Party.
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     As the year begins to come 
to an end for seniors, college 
begins to play an important 
role in each student’s life.  Col-
lege sports are very important 
across the nation, as each year 
thousands of people watch 
their colleges compete in 
national tournaments.  From 
basketball, to lacrosse, to soc-
cer, all sports play an import-
ant role in student athletes’ 
lives. 
     Senior Samantha Cour-
temanche is attending Coastal 
Carolina University to contin-
ue her lacrosse career.  When 
asked about why she decided 
to play, she said, “Once I real-
ized I had the potential to play 
in college, I wanted to further 
my career.” 
     She originally planned 
to attend Lock Haven Uni-
versity for lacrosse, but after 
her coach decided to make a 
school change, Courtemanche 

decided to do the same. 
     Lacrosse has played an 
important role in Courteman-
che’s life. She said, “Playing 
lacrosse has definitely helped 
me make new friends and 
ones that I know I’ll have 
for the rest of my life. I look 
forward to lacrosse season; it’s 
like a stress reliever for me.” 
     Many sports for many 
students have not only helped 
them as athletes, but have 
helped with school, friends, 
and many other experiences in 
life as well.  
     Senior Austin Kraisser 
will be attending Campbell 
University after graduation, 
for wrestling.  Due to another 
coaching decision, Kraisser 
chose Campbell University 
over Virginia Tech University.  
     “It was a hard decision for 
me; it came down to either 
Campbell University or 
Virginia Tech. But ultimately 
it came down to the coaches, 
best place for me to succeed 
in my education and athletics, 
and the fact that my brother 

attends Campbell,” he said.  
     Wrestling has played an im-
portant role in Kraisser’s life 
as well as his family’s, as his 
father and brothers had very 

successful careers.  
     “It is almost a tradition 
in my family, since both my 
father and brother wrestled in 
college.  Once I got into high-
school I started training more 
seriously and vigorously. That 
is when I realized I wanted 
to compete at a college level,” 
Kraisser said.  
     Kraisser is a three-time 
state champion, winning states 
his last three years in high 
school. 
     Wrestling has also had a 
large impact on his life, as 
it has taught him many life 
lessons along his career. 
     Kraisser said, “Wrestling 
has helped me tremendously 
to realize how much you have 
to work to be successful. If you 
slack in one part of your train-
ing it will affect other aspects 
of your life.  I have found 
some of my closest friends 
to be other wrestlers because 

     Senior Javon Smith will 
be attending Frostburg State 
University after graduation in 
order to pursue his dream of 
playing basketball in college.
     Smith said, “I’ve decided 
to play basketball in college 
because it is a huge part of 
my life, and always has [been] 
since I was little.” 
     Smith decided to attend 
Frostburg State after realizing 
that it was the best fit for him, 
because the campus was what 
he wanted, and the family at-
mosphere was quite appealing 
to him in his decision-making.  
     “Playing helped me find my 
‘happy place,’ it was an outlet 
for me. I’ve made most of my 
friends through basketball 
from over the years,” Smith 
said.
     Smith would like to con-
tinue his career and possibly 
play overseas after his college 
career.

they know how much of a gru-
eling sport it is and you find 
a deep respect for each other, 
which can help you become 
very close friends.” 

Austin Kraisser’s family supports him as he heads into college, ready for 
wrestling.

Moving Up: 
The next step in the athletic journey

chswingspan.wordpress.com

Courtemanche is committed to Coastal Carolina and excited to play 
lacrosse there.
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Dorm Room Essentials
Vanguard Staff
Melinda Gwanzura

     
The transition from high school to college can be a 

burden on many seniors and their families, but 
entering adulthood doesn’t necessarily mean entering 

a life of neverending debt. So, to help minimize the 
cost of college life we decided to compile some of the 

most essential dorm room items and places to 
purchase them for the lowest prices. These purchases 

won’t break their banks, but will still make their 
dorms feel like home away from home.

Bedding 
(Kohl’s):

Shower/Laundry 
(Walmart):

Storage/Decor 
(Bed, Bath, & Beyond):

Best Memories

V2

“When we beat Mount 
Hebron during soccer and 

everyone stormed the field.”
-Ian McQuaid, 12

“Centennial hitting the 
buzzer beater against River 

Hill last season.”
-Jaylen DeCarlo, 12

“When the boys’ basketball team 
went to states there was so much 

school spirit in the air and it made 
our school feel like a family.”

-Devin McIntyre, 12

Meghan Moore
Vanguard Editor
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     Full bedding sets can cost up to $300, but there's no need to 
spend nearly that much when you can purchase a chic 

comforter, ranging between $20 and $60, at Kohl's. The retail 
store also offers a variety of throw pillows for under $30, which 

can be purchased to add some spice and character
to your new bed.

     Although Wal-Mart may not be as reputable 
as other high-end retail companies, the store 
still supplies some of the most inexpensive 
and quality items for your essential laundry 
and shower needs. From hampers to shower 

curtains,Wal-Mart provides a variety of styles 
at some of the lowest prices, especially toward 
the end of the summer when the store offers a 

variety of coupons and sales for students 
heading back to school.

     Not only is this store known for its wide 
selection in most, if not all, home essentials, the 
store also offers some of the best deals through 

various coupons, which can be obtained via 
email, mailed catalogs, or the store’s website. 

So, if you are trying to get more for your money 
when purchasing decor and storage items, Bed, 

Bath and Beyond should be the go-to store. 
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Top Trends: 
Then & Now

We have all heard of the iconic, “Throwback Thursday” and 
“Flashback Friday.” Both phrases are most popular among our graduating 
class of seniors. These trends notably made their way into Centennial. So, 
to get an inside scoop on what was popular four years ago, we asked some 

of our seniors and this is what they had to say.

Vanguard Staff
Melinda Gwanzura

Junior & Senior Trends
 Vanguard Staff
 Caroline Chu

Junior Year: “Yeet,” glo-ups, starter packs, “squad,” ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, 
The Dress, Pepe the frog
Senior Year: “Damn Daniel,” John Cena, dabbing, Hotline Bling, Young Metro 
Don’t Trust You, “Papaw,” DJ Khaled, “Why you always lying,” “Hello” by Adele

“I really can’t remember what happened freshman year...like honestly 
it seems so long ago. You can tell I’m ready for graduation. But, now 
I mean you have all these clothing trends like every if not most guys 
are sneaker heads and we have all these new dance trends from dab-

bing to the Milly Rock.” - Hadi Attib, 12

“Wow, freshman year...man that was so long ago. Oh, I remember Taylor Swift and Justin Bieber 
were really popular like either you loved them or you hated them, there was no in-between. Now, 

on the other hand I mean Taylor and Justin are still popular but I feel as though Hip Hop and R&B 
music has become kind of the thing now. Like, people are more into that culture. Whether it’s 

dance moves or just music style, you know?” 
-Chandler Wyatt, 12

chswingspan.wordpress.com
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SENIORS OF 
 IZZIE CHAUSSE
Nickname: Iz
Favorite class: Aiding 
School activities: Soccer, lacrosse, 
basketball 
Fun fact: I lived in Italy 
Best word to describe you: Spazzy
Future plans: Wing it 
Siblings: Gabbie, Luc, Maddie 
Favorite teacher: Mr.  Astri

HUNTER HALL
“We’re adults. When did that happen? 
How do we make it stop?”
Intended major: Photo journalism
Favorite class: Sociology 
Best part about being a senior: 
leaving 
Future plans: Life, man
Middle name: Jordan
Dream vaction: Greece 
School activites: NAHS,
Ice hockey  

JACOB MAUER
“Don’t be sad it ended; be hap-
py it happened.” 
Intended major: 
Business Management 
Favorite TV show: Futurama
Worst part about being a senior:  
College anxiety
Favorite teacher: McCoy
Song to describe you: The 
Chicken Dance
Hero: Bo Burnham 
Birthday: Sept. 20, 1998

MADHU LAL
“Morality is temporary. Wisdom is  
permanent.”
Intended major: Environmental 
Journalism
Future plans: Be one with all 
woodland creatures 
Hero: Cowboy VW
School activities: Chillin out maxin re-
laxin all cool and all shooting some bball 
outside the school
Favorite class: Journalism
Hometown: NYC

chswingspan.wordpress.comV4



MICHAEL MERKEY
“Shoot your shot”
Nickname: Merk 
Favorite singer: Niky Sicilia 
Hero: Peyton Conley 
Siblings: Matt 
Favorite movie: Miracle on Ice 
School activities: Soccer,  basketball, 
Athletes in Action 
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Taylor 
Birthday: June 7, 1998

CAITLIN CRUMLEY
“Not quite my tempo”
Favorite teacher: David Matchim
Fun fact: I’ve been to Kenya twice
College picks: University of Dela-
ware,  James Madison University 
Song to describe your life: “Happy 
Birthday”
Hero: Allyana Rice
Siblings: Seth and Allison 
Favorite movie: Inception
Nickname: Ceese

TORI MONTANEZ 
“I’m fairly certain YOLO is just Carpe 
Diem for stupid people.” -Jack Black
Best word to describe you: Confused
Worst part about being a senior: 
Picking a college
Favorite band: Panic! At the Disco
Future plans: Pediatric oncology 
nurse/ half mermaid
Fun fact: Cancer survivor (Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia)
Dream vacation: 
The Lost City of Atlantis 

MICHAEL MOORE 
“How did you get hurt this time?”
Future plans: Special ed. teacher,  
winning 
Who would play you in a movie? Jonah Hill 
Nickname: That Guy Who Plays Lacrosse
Favorite class: Anything with VW 
Fictional character of choice: Andy Dwyer
Best word to describe you: Committed
Favorite book: Lone Survivor
Siblings: Meghan 
                                     

THE MONTH
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“I see myself being a teacher in Pennsylvania, finishing my Master’s 
Degree in mathematics. I’m looking forward to getting married and 

starting a family around then too.” 
-Phil Dickson, 12

Vanguard Staff
 Caroline Chu

“I hope to be a pediatric oncology 
nurse. I look forward to helping 

children get through their treatment 
with a smile on their faces like my 
nurses did when I had leukemia.”

-Tori Montanez, 12 

“I plan to use the degrees I receive in 
business and international studies to 
uniquely position myself to succeed 
in a career in the field of finance and 

financial systems.”
-Phillip Balakirsky, 12

“I’ve been super involved with 
HopeWorks, the domestic violence 
center of Howard County, and it has 

really helped me develop what I want 
to pursue. Social work is definitely the 

goal now.”
-Bushra Lohrasbi, 12 

“More than becoming a doctor, I want 
to open and run my own orphanage.” 

-Aneeza Khawaja, 12

V6

Back to the Future!
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“I’ve been super involved with 
HopeWorks, the domestic violence 
center of Howard County, and it has 

really helped me develop what I want 
to pursue. Social work is definitely the 

goal now.”
-Bushra Lohrasbi, 12 
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Alternatives to
Senior Week

“All Night Long”: 
Tips to throw the best graduation party

“I’m planning a trip to New York City with friends 
for Senior Week. Being from New Jersey I think it’s 
a necessity in life to properly tour the city and all its 

parts!”
-Tracy Wong, 12

“I’m going to North Carolina with a 
separate group from my church.”

-Jason Simpson, 12

“I’m going on a trip with my twin, Hannah Paris, and my par-
ents somewhere instead… most likely Disney World. It will be a 
chance for me to get closer to them before I leave for college.”

-Emily Paris, 12

The stresses of graduation are plentiful, from making sure that no relatives are left out of 
graduation activities or finding the right dress for graduation day itself. But once we say 

farewell to our seniors on May 31, graduation is far from over. Families of our seniors will 
be planning parties to celebrate this once in a lifetime occasion. To make the party plan-
ning process as stress free as possible, Vanguard has compiled a list of tips to make things 

easy for families. 

1. Host at a convenient time- For the optimum 
guest turnout, plan graduation parties on days when 
most people are not busy. Coordinate with other 
friends that are graduating so that there is no overlap 
on graduation party dates. 
2. Budget and plan ahead- Don’t go crazy in 
the initial planning process; these things can often be 
unpredictable, and you never know how much money 
will end up being spent. Plan graduation parties at 
least a month in advance to make things as stress free 
as possible. 

3. Choose an appropriate location- Depending 
on the student, some may want a relatively small and 
private event with just family and friends, but there are 
those that want as many people there are possible. If 
you want a small graduation party, consider a restau-
rant. That takes the stress away from worrying about 
cooking and catering to what all the guests will want. If 
you know your party is going to have a large number of 
people, consider finding an outside venue that will give 
enough room to invite as many people as you would 
like. 

4. Have a theme unique to you-  All great parties have a theme. The theme can set 
the tone for a party. By picking a theme unique to your personality and what your interests 

are, it gives a unique flair to your party. For example, if you enjoy movies or television, serve 
themed foods that are specific to that movie or TV show. 

(Example: Zombieland and Twinkies or Spongebob and Krabby Patties).

Meghan Moore
Vanguard Editor
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