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Confessions of Adjusting 
Freshmen

The new reality of high school
      ncoming freshmen have their own opinions about what high school is
      like, but they don’t know exactly what it’s like until they’ve actually expe-
rienced it. Many incoming freshmen would describe themselves as anxious 
or even nervous for high school. Others may say they’re excited or maybe 
even thrilled for it. In some ways, high school is a lot like middle school, but 
it is also very different from it. People tend to overthink high school, but it 
may not be as stressful as it seems. Asking new students and freshmen what 
they think Centennial is like can help get a better understanding for how the 
community looks at our school.

2 -Nick Klein & Zach Grable

I

“Being at high school is a lot more tir-
ing than being in middle school. It’s not 
so much the workload, but the change in 
schedule, especially because of how much 

earlier that I have to get up.”
Nicholas Yee

“I expected it to be a lot more overwhelm-
ing, but after the first week I realized as long 

as I study, I’ll do fine.”
Ty Sams

“I thought that high school lunch would be 
more like middle school, where each grade 

sits with each other.”
Sarah Toth

Zach Grable

Kelly Simmons

Photos By: Jeremy Hall
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Justin Breedlove, a senior 
at Centennial, has excelled 
at soccer throughout his 
four years of high school. 
A standout player on JV 
his freshman year, he then 
made a tough varsity team 
his sophomore year and has 
excelled since. He was a core 
part of the Centennial team 
that advanced to Regionals 
in 2015, and is now consid-
ered the leader of a young 
group of players. Surround-
ed by young talent and a 
versatile mix of veterans, he 
serves as the catalyst for this 
year’s team.
     Exposed to soccer at an 
early age, Breedlove began 
playing at the age of ten. 
Once he got to high school, 
his playing did not stop at 
the school team either, as 

he currently plays for the 
Baltimore Bays, a compet-
itive club team that allows 
him to polish his skills and 
see different competition 
during Centennial’s off sea-
son. Currently, he hopes to 
play at the next level. He is 
being recruited by a number 
of colleges, Lycoming Col-
lege being one of them.
     When it comes to this 
season, Breedlove has found 
himself stepping into a lead-
ership role. “I feel like I have 
to guide the younger play-
ers,” he said. 
     With this expectation 
to lead, Breedlove has not 
balked at the pressure, but 
rather used it to his advan-
tage. Breedlove’s ability to 
take responsibility and to be 
a leader is a key part of this 
year’s team and is one of the 
factors that make Centenni-
al a competitive team. 
     For the success of any 
team, the players must 
come together. One of the 
advantages that Centennial 
has against its rivals is the 
fact that the team is close. 
Breedlove said, “I’d say we’re 
a close team. We do things 
outside of school and we do 
[a lot] team bonding.” 
-Kelly Simmons

Breedlove
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A Flood of Emotion

Centennial students of-
ten unite for a multitude 
of things, including group 
projects, sports, and social 
events, and this summer 
was no different. When 
their beloved town of Old 

displays, and trapping cus-
tomers and employees on 
upper levels. When it was 
all over, the epic storm 
had dumped 6.5 
inches of rain in 
2 hours, with 

household items. “Our team 
dove in full-heartedly,” said 
Murugesan. “We wanted to 
unite the community as a 
whole and spread the word 

“Our team dove 
in full-heartedly.”

Murugesan

tated.
     A call to 
action was 
made. “Re-
lief efforts 
were started 
by one sim-
ple Face-

to continue 
its relief ef-
forts.
     Centen-
nial Relief 
vo lu nte e rs 
began by 
helping dig 

book page,” said Centennial 
senior Brittney Murugesan. 
Alumni Ben Goldstein and 
Barry Plunkett, as well as 

out driveways, inventory 
and remove damaged fur-
niture, and help insurance 
companies track damaged 

Ellicott City was destroyed 
by a flash flood, the students 
teamed up to help rebuild 
and support the town and 
its businesses and residents.
     On the evening of August 
30, 2016, water from a pow-
erful rainstorm surged down 
Main Street, carrying debris, 
cars, and people down the 
newly made torrent. The 
wave of water gushed into 
street-level businesses and 
restaurants, shattering glass, 
destroying inventory and 

4.5 inches in just 1 hour, and 
claimed two lives. The town 
and its residents were devas-

that we are here to help.”
     In addition to aiding the 
town’s residential areas, stu-
dents developed a program 
delivering lunches and din-
ners to residents, regardless 
of how deeply they were im-
pacted by the flood. Centen-
nial Relief recruited numer-
ous groups to donate food 
in order to keep the lunch 
deliveries going, including 
Murugesan’s church, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, and 
Mount Saint Joseph High 
School students. The week 
after the flood, Centennial 
Relief volunteers delivered 
over 300 lunches to resi-
dents “who just needed a lit-
tle bit of hope, one lunch at a 

Murugesan and other Cen-
tennial students, created a 
Facebook page which they 

titled “Centennial Re-
lief ” and invited 

students to vol-
unteer their 
time towards 
ongoing re-
lief efforts. 

“We didn’t 
let authorities 

stop us,” admitted 
Murugesan, “we just 

showed up.” 
     Centennial Relief ’s ef-
forts did not go unnoticed 
by local political figures. 
Courtney Watson, a former 
County Council member, 
recognized the Centennial 
volunteers’ hard work and 
donated numerous supplies, 
allowing Centennial Relief 

6.5
Inches of 

rainfall in 2 
hours

“I’m still amazed by the contribution Centennial students made to 
the Old Ellicott City community.”

Murugesan

Murugesan 
spent approximately 

8 days helping residents 
and relief efforts in

Ellicott City
Photo By:

Jeremy Hall



Volume 40 Issue 1
October 4, 2016

5

Centennial students

me by just listening to her 
reaction to Centennial Re-
lief … she was so thankful 
for the help.”
     Murugesan also spent the 
second half of her day going 
through the damaged per-

orable experience emerged 
from the lunch program. 
One day she delivered fresh 
produce to a family of four 
children. The youngest boy 
looked at her and said, “I 
can’t wait to see you tomor-

lutely loved getting to know 
these strong, selfless people.”
     This was only one Cen-
tennial Student’s experi-
ence of this tragic event, 
but many other students 
had their own experiences. 

come to the rescue

“We wanted to unite the communi-
ty as a whole and spread the word 

that we are here to help.”
Murugesan

“I absolutely 
loved getting 
to know these 
strong, selfless 

people.”
Murugesan 

time,” said Murugesan.
     Not only was Murugesan 
an integral part of estab-

sonal effects 
of a family 
of hoarders. 
In order for 
the family’s 
i n s u r a n c e 
company to 
keep track 
of the loss-
es, Murug-

“The [Cen-
tennial] stu-
dents are the 
most gen-
erous, kind, 
respec t fu l , 
and consid-
erate group 
of young 
adults,” said 

esan helped them move all 
of their broken possessions 
outside in black garbage 
bags. “Never truly seeing 
a family of hoarders, I was 
shocked to see all these 
damaged household items,” 
recalled Murugesan. “Even 
more heartbreaking was the 
look on the family’s face see-
ing their life’s collection of 
items destroyed.”
     Murugesan’s most mem-

row.” Murugesan said at the 
beginning of the week she 
could feel the “disconnect 
and hurt of the community,” 
but through an act as simple 
as handing out lunches, “the 
volunteers really integrated 
themselves into the com-
munity, helping those who 
otherwise would not have 
the help.” 
     While lending a hand, 
students really got to know 
many of the residents, all of 
which “have such a unique 
background and a different 
reaction to the flood,” ac-
cording to Murugesan. The 
flood did not directly affect 
one man because his house 
was on a tall hill overlook-
ing Main Street, yet he still 
spent the week helping his 
neighbors. “This man was 
such an inspiration. I abso-

Principal Claire Hafets. 
“Centennial students always 
step up and take the lead in 
many county wide events. 
I am always beaming with 
pride!”

-Ashley Berry

lishing Centennial Relief, 
but she was also a day-one 
volunteer where she helped 
a single mother shovel her 
driveway - not to shovel 
items off of the driveway, 
but rather to shovel the 
driveway off of the wom-
an’s neighbor’s yard. “I got 
to know this resident on a 
personal level,” mentioned 
Murugesan. “It really moved 

Reconstruc-
tion in Ellicott City 

is almost finished, but 
county members are still 
working to restore the be-

loved city.
Photo By:

Shalini Malhotra



The School 
Outside of 
School:

Students venture out to follow their passion

    When Centennial doesn’t 
offer a class that a student 
wants, giving up is not the 
only option.  The Applied 
Research Labs (ARL) are 
classes that students take 
during school hours, that 
are not taught in the school 
itself. Instead, students trav-
el by bus to the ARL build-
ing, located near the Central 
Office. Students can have 
class in the morning, during 
first and second period, or 
after the first lunch period.
    These classes focus on 
specific subjects not taught 
at HCPSS schools and are 
geared more toward high 
school students who al-
ready know what they plan 
to major in. Subjects such 
as bio-tech and architecture 
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are among the most popular 
areas unexplored in normal 
classes.
    The ARL building is a 
workplace setting rather 
than as a traditional class-
room. The total number of 
students taking ARL 
classes is very 
small as well, 
letting each 
student be 
much more 
involved.
    “The reason 
that I decided to 
take ARL was be-
cause they focus on a specif-
ic skill set,” said Noah Hap-
pel, a senior in his second 
year of architecture. “For my 
architecture class, I have it 
for 4 hours on one day, and 

for 2 hours the next,” Hap-
pel said. The schedule for 
the hours follows the A Day, 
B Day pattern that HCPSS 
schools follow.
    “We spend our classes 
drawing and building,” said 

Happel. The archi-
tecture class 

provides com-
puters for 
the students 
to work 
on. “We of-

ten have to 
make sketches 

of buildings for 
grades,” continued Hap-

pel. The ARL programs, 
much like other classes, re-
quire students to complete 
both short-term and long-
term projects.

    Another senior, Wynn 
Lekhavanija, is in his second 
year of his bio-tech class. 
“The ARL class focuses on 
more intense lab work than 
the normal classroom,” said 
Lekhavanija.  He also had 
a big motivation for taking 
the class, since he wants to 
develop a career in the area.
    ARL is a Career Acade-
my credit, so the program 
concludes with the students 
working with professionals 
in their area of focus. “The 
second half of the program 
allows students to go out 
and intern,” said Lekhavani-
ja, “and we get to work with 
professional scientists.”

-Nick Klein

Students in 
ARL leave the build-

ing and take busses to 
their designated building.

Photo By:
Jeremy Hall
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Soundcloud’s Top Charts
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Song Title Artist Name
Number of Times 
Played as of 9/15

Centennial Artists Uploading to Soundcloud

1. “BROCCOLI” Big Baby D.R.A.M ft. Lil 
Yachty 73,368,504

2. “Wake Up” Fetty Wap 31,787,058
3. “OOOUUU” Young Ma 19,693,576
4. “X” 21 Savage ft. Future 18,407,576
5. “No Problem” Chance the Rapper ft. 

Lil Wayne & 2 Chainz
17,142,671

Ethan Kaminski Mac Mcguire Claude Willard

Centennial High 
School Senior

Favorite songs 
to play are

“Caravan” and 
“September”

Started playing bass in 
3rd grade

Plays mainly 
classical and jazz 

music

Recently learned how 
to work with recording 

Writes, records, and produces his own
music in his band called Roundabout

Plays bass guitar, upright 
bass, mandolin, ukelele, 

and harmonica

-Shalini Malhotra

Fe
at

ur
ed

 M
us

ici
an

Photo By: Shalini Malhotra



8

Maddie Caldis

If your life was a movie, 
who would play you? 
Helena Bonham Carter

Nickname: 
Maddaddycactus

Spirit Animal:
Capybara

Shark or Dolphin:
Dolphin, of course

Hero:
My grandma

“Sorry I annoyed you with my friend-
ship.” - Andy Dwyer

Ryan Maher

If your life was a movie, who would 
play you? George Lopez

Hero: Bernie Sanders

Spirit Animal:
St. Bernard

Favorite Actor:
Seth Rogen
Dream Vacation:
Jackson Hole

Favorite Movie:
Interstellar

“Kayode stole the paintings.”

Do you believe in 
aliens? Duh

Bella Brillante

If your life was a movie, who would 
play you? Jennifer Lawrence

Favorite Soundtrack: 
High School Musical

Favorite Actor: Zac 
Efron
Spirit Animal: Dwarf 
hamster
Dream Vacation:
Italy

Favorite Movie:
High School Musical

“Get ‘cha head in the game.”
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Paul Drutch

If your life was a movie, who would 
play you? Vanessa Hudgens

Hero: 21 Savage

Nickname: Paul

Spirit Animal: Sloth

Shark or Dolphin:
Shark

Dream Vacation:
Bahamas

Favorite Movie:
Stepbrothers

“Better late than never.”

Charlotte DeCarlo

If your life was a movie, who would 
play you? Uh... Brigit O’Neill

Spirit Animal: Rabbit

Favorite Band:
Zac Brown Band

Nickname: Charli

Shark or Dolphin:
Dolphin

Dream Vacation:
Hawaii
Favorite Actor:
Will Ferrell

“Time flies when you’re having fun.”

Jun Lee

If your life was a movie, who would 
play you? Kevin Hart

Nickname:
BigbodyJun,
22 Savage

Spirit Animal: The 
freshmen in the hall-
way with purple hair

Favorite Actor: 
Lebron

Hero: My dad

“Why you gotta fight with me at 
cheesecake.”

Photos By: Wingspan Team



10

Spirit Week
Monday :

Hawaiian Shirt 
Day

Tuesday :
PJ Day

Wednesday :
Twin Day Thursday :

Decades Day

Friday :
Color Day

Laurie Bracey, Robin Malo-
ney & Rachel Sheetz Musical Theatre

Namuka Tur & Shukran 
Babkir

Arielle Wickstrom & 
Namuka Tur

Allied Soccer

JV Football
Madi Griffin &
Kelli Dunagan

Photos By: Wingspan Team



Featured Artist
Christina yang
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Sophomore Christina Yang 
has been taking art seri-
ously for four years, and is 
currently enrolled in Gifted 
and Talented (GT) Art Two.  
Last school year, she paint-
ed a piece depicting her 
mother.
     Next to Yang’s mother is 
the phrase “Still Breathing,” 
which alludes to an inside 
joke Yang holds with her 
parent. Featuring tempera 
paint in a variety of hues, 
ranging from magenta to a 

Photo By: Jeremy Hall

dusty rose, the painting is 
not only comically appeal-
ing, but also visually ap-
pealing.
     Her favorite part of the 
painting? “The contrast 
present,” Yang remarked.
In her own words, Yang 
feels “inspired” while 
making art, and is often 
“surprised” by what she’s 
created.
     Yang hopes to take her 
art to the next level after 
high school by working in 

the advertising industry as 
an artist.
     She recommends creat-
ing habits to succeed as an 

artist. “Although inspiration 
will not sustain you, habits 
will,” Yang commented.

-Caroline Chu



Fall Into the Season

Wingspan’s Fall Bucket List:
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See a Scary Movie in Theaters Check out Ouija Board: Origin of Evil 
(PG-13) with a group of friends for a movie date.

Apple & Pumpkin Picking Visit Larriland Farms with family or friends 
and pick some granny smith apples, pink lady apples, red delicious apples, 
and pumpkins! 

Field of Screams Take a trip with friends to the Field of Screams attrac-
tion in Olney from September 30 to November 5. Eat funnel cake while 

going on the hayride or haunted house!

Halloween Movie Marathon Hallo-weekend will not be the same with-
out a Casper, Hocus Pocus, Corpse Bride & Coraline movie night!

Bonfire Night Get a group of friends together and have a bonfire while 
hanging out, eating smores, and drinking apple cider!

Bake Fest Super cold fall day? Stay inside and bake a pie! Apple, pumpkin, 
& pecan pies are super yummy!

Friends-Giving Enjoy a potluck of delicious food from turkey to stuffing, 
cranberries and more! Get the whole gang together and chow down. 

Pumpkin Carving After you pick a pumpkin from Larriland, bring it 
home to carve funny faces in it to display on your front porch.

BOO Somebody Create a goody bag of different treats and trinkets, 
choose a friend’s house to BOO and leave a picture of a ghost on their door 

along with their goody bag. They can then pass it on!

Grab a PSL The season cannot be complete without making sure you get a 
taste of the pumpkin spice latte that is to die for!

the Right Way

-Brianna Belt, Bridget Israel
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Ms. Estes

Frightening
Films

Across:
4. Should have been a 
TV show
6. Baa baa demon sheep, 
have you any wool?
8. Wanna play a game?
11. Louder than a whis-
per
12. Sink your teeth into 
this novel/movie
13. Striking
14. Isn’t your hair get-
ting in the way?
15. Fun on the farm
16. America’s Scariest 
Home Videos

Down:
1. Religion saves all
2. Nice vacation spot
3. Might want to go to a 
dermatologist
5. Pregnancy wasn’t sup-
posed to be this hard
7. Maryland’s own hor-
ror story
9. Like mother, like son
10. Evil in doll’s clothing
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What do you do on the weekends?
 School prep and watch my son’s soccer games
Any special hobbies or talents?
 I can speak Greek, I love to travel, and I love to   
 write.
           What’s your favorite food?
         Mashed potatoes and bourbon chicken
              Favorite genre of music?
         Pop, but I really like all genres.
                If you didn’t become a teacher, what would
                you be doing?
          Travel writer or archaeologist
              Do you prefer the zoo or the aquarium?
           Zoo 

-Meghan Moore

-Caroline Chu
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ctober Holidays
BLACK POETRY
CHESS
CHOCOLATE
COLOR
COLUMBUS
DICTIONARY
GHOST HUNTING
GROUCH
HALLOWEEN
NOODLE
SMILE
TACO
TEACHERS
UNITED NATIONS
VEGETARIAN
YOM KIPPUR

Word Bank:

Fun Facts About Centennial’s Principal
Favorite Food?

I love fish tacos.
Favorite Superhero?

Probably Iron Man
Favorite Sport?

Lacrosse
Favorite Band?

Has to be the Beatles...I am a child of the 60’s.
Interesting Hobbies?

Skiing and hiking
What school subjects did you used to teach?

U.S. history, psychology, English, and
reading

Where are you originally from?
Lido Beach, New York

Photo By: Shalini Malhotra

-Caroline Chu
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